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NAVAL ACTION ON LAKE CHAMPLAIN. 

Until the publication of the Life of Benedict Arnold, 
by Mr. Sparks, few persons of the present day had read 
or heard related the particulars of the engagement be- 
tween the British and American fleets on the Lake, in 
the early part of the Revolution, After the unfortunate 
termination of the expedition against Quebec, and re- 
treat of the American troops to Crown Point and Ticon- 
deroga, the British forces under General Carleton began 
to coilect a formidable flotilla at St. Johns, for the pur- 
pose of making their way over the Lake. Some of these 
vessels were constructed at Quebec or Montreal, in such 
a manner that they could be taken to pieces, transported 
over land tothe lake, and the parts there united, and 
soon made ready for service. Active preparations were 
immediately commenced on the part of the Americans 
to put afloat a sufficient force to meet the enemy, and 
battle their movements. General Arnold, who, as is 
well known, had been asailor in his youth, was appoint- 
ed to the command, and under his direction a squadron 
consisting of two sloops, three schooners, three galleys, 
and eight gondolas, was in a short time ready to sail. The 


sloops carried twelve guns, the schooners from eight to | 


twelve, and the galleys and gondolas from three to twelve 
each. Having received his instructions from General 
Gates, who had command of the army in that quarter, 
he sailed down the lake, and when witiin afew miles of 
the Isle-aux-Tetes, discovered it to be occupied by the 
enemy. At Windinill Point he moored his vessels across 
the lake, so as to prevent the enemy from passing. The 
decks of his vessels being very low, Arnold sent 
a party of men on shore to cut fascines, for the pur- 
ose of erecting around them barricades, to prevent 
eir being boarded by superior numbers in small 
craft. While engaged in this service they were fired 
upon by the Indians, and three of their number killed 
and six wounded. Finding his position too much ex- 
posed, he returned eight or ten miles to Isie-la-Motte, 
and took a more advantageous station. Here he receiv- 
ed information of the formidable fleet fitting out at St. 
Johns, and deeming it unadvisable to hazard an action 
where he would be compelled to engage a superior force 
under great disadvantage, he withdrew still farther 
back, and anchored the fleet in a line between Vailcour 
Island and the western shore of the lake.— Williamsburg 
Gazette. 
‘«‘ Early in the morning of the 11th of October, * the 
ard-boats gave notice, that the enemy’s fleet was in 
sight, off Cumberland Head, moving up the Lake. Ii 
soon appeared advancing around the southern point of 
Valcour Island, and presented a formidable aspect, there 
being one ship with three masts, two schooners, a ra- 
deau, one gondola, twenty gunboats, four long-boats, and 
declan toat boats with provisions and troops. ‘The armed 
vessels were manned by several hundred chosen seamen. 
Such an array was enough to convince the Americans 
that they must rely mainly on their bravery and the ad- 
vantages of their position. The wind was likewise in 
their favor, as some of the larger vessels could not beat 
up sufficiently near to engage in the attack. While the 
enemy’s fleet was coming round the island, Arnold had 
ordered his three galleys, and aschooner called the Roy- 
al Savage, to get under way and advance upon the ene- 
my. On their return to the line the schooner grounded 
and was afterwards destroyed, but the men were saved. 
At half past twelve the action became general and very 
warm, the British having brought all their gunboats and 
one schooner within musket shot of the American line. 
They kept up a heavy fire of round and grape shot, till 
five o’clock, when they withdrew from the contest and 
joined the ship and schooner, which a head wind had 
prevented from coming into action. 





*Sparks’ Life of General Arnold, p. 75—S0. 


“During the contest Arnold was on beard the Con- 
gress galley, which suffered severely. It received se- 
|ven shots between wind and water, was hulled twelve 
times, the mainmast was wounded in two places, the rig- 
ging cut in pieces, and the proportion of killed and 
wounded was unusually great. So deficient was the 
fleet in gunners, that ek himself pointed almost ev- 
ery gun that was fired from his vessel. The Washing- 
ton galley was equally shattered—the first lieutenant was 
killed, and the captain and master wounded. All the 
officers of one of the gondolas, except the captain, were 
lost; and another gondola sunk soon after the en age- 
ment. The whole number of killed and wounded was 
about sixty. The enemy landed a large body of Indians, 
who kept up an incessant fire of musketry from the 
island and the opposite shore, but without effecting much 
injury. 
ch consultation was held by the officers as soon as 
the engagement was over, and they agreed that, consid- 
ering the exhausted state of their ammunition, and the 
great superiority of the enemy’s force both in ships and 
inen, prudence required them to return to Crown Point, 
and if possible without risking another attack. The Brit- 
|ish had anchored their vessels in a line within a few hun- 
‘dred yards of the Americans, stretching from the island to 
the main, apparently to frustrate any such design. The 
night was dark, but afavoring breeze blew from the 
north, and before morning Arnold had passed with his 
whole fleet through the British line entirely undiscover- 
ed. This mancuvre was not less bold in its execution, 
than extraordinary inits suecess. Arnold himself brought 
up the rear in his crippled galley, and, before their de- 
parture was known to the enemy, they had ascended the 
‘lake ten or twelve miles to Schuyler’s Island. Here 
| they were cbliged to cast anchor for half a day, in order to 
| stop the leaks and repair their sails. Two of the gondo- 
las were abandoned and sunk. In the afternoon they 
set sail again, but the wind had died away in the morn- 
ing, and it now sprung up from the south, equally re- 
tarding the pursuit of the enemy and their own pro- 
gress. 
” «On the morning of the second day the scene was 
changed. The Congress and Washington galleys, with 
four gondolas, had fallen in the rear, all being too much 
disabled to sail freely. ‘The advanced ships of the ene- 
my’s fleet, in one of which was General Carleton, were 
found to be gaining upon them, under a press of sail, and 
in a short time were along-side. After receiving a few 
broadsides the Washington struck, having been extreme- 
iy weakened by the loss of men and injury received in the 
first engagement. The whole force of the attack now fell 
upon Arnold in the Congress galley. A ship of eighteen 
euns, a schooner of fourteen, and another of twelve, 
poured forth an unceasing fire within musket shot. 
The contest was kept up with unparalleled resolution 
for four hours, when the gallery was reduced almost to 
a wreck, and was surrounded by seven sail of the ene- 
my. In this situation Arnold ran the galley and the four 
vondolas into a small creek, on the east side of the Lake, 
about ten miles from Crown Point; and as soon as they 
were aground, and were set on fire, he ordered the ma- 
rines to leap into the water armed with muskets, wade 
to the beach, and station themselves in such a manner 
on the bank, as to prevent the approach of the enemy’s 
small boats. He was the last'man that remained on 
board, nor did he leave his galley, till the fire made such 
progress that it could not be extinguished. The flags 
were kept flying, and he maintained his attitude of de- 
fence on the shore, till he saw them consumed, and the 
whole of his flotilla enveloped in flames. There are 
few instances on record of more deliberate courage and 
gallantry, than were displayed by him from the begin- 
/ning to the end of this action. 
‘“ Being no longer ina condition to oppose the enemy, 
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he proceeded immediately through the woods with his 
men to Crown Point, and fortunately escaped an attack 
from the Indians, who waylaid the path two hours after 
he had passed. The same night he arrived at Ticonde- 
roga. Allhis clothes, papers, and baggage had been burnt 
in the Royal Savage at Valcour Island. He found at 
Ticonderoga the remnant of his fleet, being two schoon- 
ers, two galleys, one sloop, and one gondola. General 
Waterbury, who commanded the Washington galley, and 
one hundred and ten prisoners, were returned on parole 
by General Carleton the day after the last action. The 
whole American loss in killed and wounded was between 
eighty and ninety. The-enemy report theirs to be about 
forty. 

o Notwithstanding the signal failure of this enterprize, 
the valor and good conduct of the commander and his 
officers were themes of applause throughout the coun- 


try.” 


died. All were in readiness to march to the Chatahoo- 
chee when ordered there, in the spring. On the Chata- 
hoochee the troops were detained for some time in ne- 
gotiating a treaty with the Indians: the duplicity, chi- 
canery, and treachery of the Big Warrior, the acuteness, 
cunning and hypocrisy of the Little Prince, ( Chiefs of the 
Creek nation, whose talents were worthy of more civilized 
men, who while extending the hand of Friendship to 
the whites, were secretly encouraging hostilities amongst 
their tribes, and holding intercourse with the Seminoles, ) 
required tact, discernment and talent to counteract their 
plans. All this was met by Col. Clinch in a manner de- 
serving the highest credit; he drew around him the chi- 
valrous and magnani:nous Mcintosh, ( Tustinugge 
Had ke, the White Warrior, ) the eloquent Mad Tiger 
(the motion of whose finger alone spoke a language 
that went to the soul, ) the sincere, benevolent and hos- 
pitable Noble Kanard; and through their influence was 
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enabled to baffle all the machinations of those who were 
their superiors in council. After maturing his plans he 
advised Gen. Gaines of the advantage of his personal 


GEN. CLINCH AND THE INDIANS. 


Mr. Eprror:—Recent occurrences on our southern 
border will render arecurrence to events, which have 
long since transpired, at least justifiable, if it should not | 
be deemed necessary to vindicate the distinguished offi- 
cer whose name stands at the head of this article. ‘Lo 
those who know Gen. Clinch, from his first appointment in 
the army prior to the second war of independence, who 
know the high reputation which he sustained throughout 
that war, it would seem unnecessary to go into a history 
of his Indian wars for the purpose of inspiring the pub- 
lic with confidence in him as a Commander of the forces 
that have been sent into the field against the hostile In- 
dians. But as his reputation is not known to ail, and as 
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the events which preceded the Seminole war, which 
raged twenty years ago, were, from political motives, or | 


Governmental policy, either suppressed or kept as uc! | 


~i 


as possible from public view, it may not be uatuterestin 


to remove the oblivious mantle which has been thrown |, 


’ 
me) 


over them. 

In July, 1815, the 4th regiment of Infantry was ordered 
to Charleston, South Carolina. Col. Clinch who belong- 
ed to the regiment repaired with prompiness to the posi, 
notwithstanding the dangers of going in midsummer 
from a northern to asouthern post; dangers which de- 
terred many officers who were arranged to that regiment 
from joining it, immediately. Here he remained from 
the above period till sometime in October, and by his 
correct discipline and admirable police his detachment 
were in such health and order that every man was capa- 
ble of attending drill, during the first week of this 
month. Col. King, the Commandant of the 4th regiment, 
now arrived, with the remaining detachment of his regi- 
ment. Hostilities being indicated by a part of the 
Creeks and the Seminoles, Col. Clinch’s detachment 
was ordered to Fort Hawkins to be convenient to the 
scene of action. Such was the attachment of his offi- 
cers and soldiers to their Li. Col., that though it was 





made optional with some of them either to remain in the | 
enjoyment of the luxuries of Charleston or to encounter | 
the fatigues of the march, and the hardships and dangers | 
of a winter campaign, not an individual would remain. | 
Every man on the sick report, reported for duty, and | 
took up the line of march for Fort Hawkins, On their 
arrival there, the Quarters and Barracks were oceupied 
by the Seventh Regiment. Col. Clinch selected a dry, 
healthy situation, and pitched his tents; here again his 
eamp arrangements evinced the judgment and energy of 
the Colonel, for which he was amply rewarded, and the 
country benefitted by the improved health and discipline 
of his troops. It is a singular fact that while the epi- 
demic which had swept off thousands of soldiers and 
citizens in Canada, Norfolk, and further south, ( assum- 
ing in some places the form of typhus pleurisy, in others 
the pany and in others the influenza, ) was raging 
round Col. Clinch’s encampment; while citizens were 
daily falling victims to it, and the soldiers of the 7th regt. 





suffered from it, not a man of Col. Clinch’s detachment 


presence at a talk, which it was determined should be 
held with the Chiefs. He accordingly came, and soon 
after the talk, Gen. Gaines and Col. Clinch determined 


to descend the Chatahocchee and act according to cir- 


cumstances. With acelerity and despatch, which even 
the present improved means could not surpass, boats 
suitable, as well for navigating the rapid stream which 
was to be encountered, as for transportation and defence, 
were constructed, by the soldiers of the regiment with- 
out expense to the United States. And in the face of 
many scowling tribes of Indians, the detachment was 
conducted in safety to a bluif just above the junction of 
the Flint and Chatahoochee rivers, which form the Apa- 
lachicola. After remaining a short time at this well se- 


lected position, whichis now Fort Scott, Col. Clinch 


seived Information of the proceedings of the hostile 

Indians, Which induced him to plan an attack upon the 
A lanhrantc i ae Fare nine com a 

on lachicola; it was garrisoned by Indians, 


roes, and a few Spaniards. The events of this ex- 
«dition are detailed in the official report of Col. Clinch, 
to which I beg leave to refer the public: 


Camp Crawford, 2d August, 1816. 

Sim—I have the honor to inform you that I received a let- 
ter from Major General Gaines, dated , advising me 
that he had ordered a supply of provisions, two eighteen 
pounders, one five and a half inch howitzer, anda quantity 
of ordnance stores, to ascend the Appalachicola river to 
this post. 1 was also instructed, in case opposition should 
be made by the fort oceupied by negroes and Choctaw In- 
dians, to the passage of the convoy, to take measures for its 
reduction. 

A confidential chief, called Lafarka, was immediately 
despatched with a letter froni the officer commanding the 
convoy, with instructions to rem tin near the bay until the 
arrival of the vessels. On the 15th ult. the chicf returned, 
with a letter from sailing master Loomis, informing me of 
his arrival in the bay with two gun vessels, convoying two 
transports, laden with provisions, ordnance, ordnance stores, 
&e. On the 17thI left this place with one hundred and 
sixteen chosen men, in boats, and commenced descending 
theriver. The detachment was divided into two compa- 
nies, commanded by brevet Major Muhlenberg and Captain 
Taylor. On the same evening I was joined by Major Me- 
Intosh, with one hundred and fifty Indians, and on the 18th 
by an old chief, called Captain Isaacs, and the celebrated 
chief Kotcha-haigo, ( or mad tiger,) at the head of a large 
body of Indians, many of whom were without arms. 

My junction with these chiefs was accidental; their ex- 
pedition having been long since projected. 

Their object was to capture the negroes within the fort, 
and restore them to their proper owners. We helda 
council, and the enclosed agreement, ( marked A \ was en- 
tered into. .J ordered the chiefs to keep parties in advance, 
and to secure every negro they fell in with, and to join me 
near the fort. On the 19th they brought in a prisoner, 
taker, the evening before, with a scalp, which he said he 
was carrying to the Seminoles. He further stated that the 
black commandant, and the Choctaw chief, had returned to 
the fort, from the bay, the day before, with a party of men, 
with information that they had killed several Americans, 
and taken a boat from them. I was met the same day by 
Lafarka, who informed me that he had not been able te 
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deliver my second letter to the officer commanding the jcult to be apprcached 


gun vessels. 


by artillery. But under all these 


disadvantages, it was taken without the loss of a single man 


At2 o’elock oa the morning of the 20th, we landed with- | on our part. 


in caunon shot of the fort, but protected by a skirt of wood. | 
i again sent Lafarka with a letter, notifying the officer 
commanding the convoy of my arrival. My plan of attack 
was communicated to the chiefs, and a party of Indians 
under Major Mcintosh, were directed to surround the fort. 
Finding it impossible to carry my plans into cxecution with- | 
out the assistaace of artillery, I ordered Major Nickntosh to 
keep one third of his men constantly hoveriag round the 
fort, and to keep up an irregular fire. 

This had the desired effvct—as it induced the enemy to 
amuse us with the incessant roar of artillery, without any 
other effect than that of striking terror into the souls of 
most of our red friends. 

On the 23d I reccived an-answer from Sailing Master 
Loomis, in which he informed me that on tlie L6th, he sent 
midshipman Luffporough ( a young gentleman of fair pro- 
mise ) aad four seamen into the river for fresh water ; that} 
they were fired upon by a party of negroes and Choctaws: j 
that the midshipman and two seamen were killed; the 
third was taken prisoner; the fourth made his escape by 
switnming—and requested me to send down a party of men | 
to assist in getting up the vessels. Ia the evening a depu- 
tation of chiefs went into the fort and demanded its sur | 
render; but they were abused and treated with the utmost 
contempt. The black chief heaped much abuse on the 
Americans and said he had been left in command of the 
fort by the British government, and that he would sink any 
American vessels that should attempt to pass it; and blow 
up the fort if he could not defend it. The chiefs also in- 
formed me that the negroes had hoisted a red flag, and that 
the English jack was tiying over it. 

On the 24th, I ordered Lieut. Wilson to descend the 
river with a small party, to assist im getting up the vessels, 
and to inform the commanding oilicer that the fort was com- 
pletely surrounded, and that he might ascend the river in 
safety. On the 2th, 1 went on board gun vessel 149, 
about four miles below the fort. Lhad previously deter- 
mined on a position in the rear of the fort, for erecting a 
battery—but on examining the two cighteen pounders, I 
found them mounted on heavy garrison carriages, which 

endered it almost impossible to get them to the spot se- 
lected, as they must have been taken through a cypress; 
swamp. ; 

After reconnoitering the river below the fort, in compa- 
ny with the commandantof the gun vessels, I determined 
to erect a battery onthe west side, and ordered Brevet 
Major Muhlenberg and Captain Taylor to cross, with their 
companies, leaving Lieutenant M’Gavick and a party of 
men with the main body of the Indians, to secure the rear. 























I immediately commenced the battery and ordered the 
gun vessels to move up, and take a secure posiiion, and di- 
rected the iransport Similaate to be in readiness to land the 
artillery under cover of the night. — 

Jn the course of the evening, after consuiting with the 
commanding officer of the convoy, I directed him to move 
up the two gun vessels at day light next morning, About 
six in the morning they came up in handsome style, and 
made fast alone side of the intended battery. 

In a few minutes we received a shot from a 32 pounder, 
which was returned in a gallant manner. ‘The contest was 
momentary. The fifth discharge (a hot shot) from gun 
vessel No 154, commanded by Sailing Master Basset, en- 
tered the magazine and blew up the fort. The explosion 
was awiul, and the scene horrible beyond description. Our 
first care on arriving at the scenc of destruction was to res 
cue and relieve the unfortunate beings that had survived the 
explosion. 

The war yells of the Indians, the cries and lamentations 
of the wounded, compelled the soldicr to pause in the midst 
of victory, to drop a tear for the sufferings of his fellow be- 
ings, and to acknowledge that the great Ruler of the Uni- 
verse must have used us as an instrument in chastising the 
blood-thirsty and murderous wretches that defended the 
fort. The fort contained about one hundred effective men, 
( including twenty-five Choctaws,) and about two hundred 
women and children, not more than one-sixth part of which 
number were saved. It stood on the east side of the river, 
about twenty-five miles from the bay. and one hundred and 
twenty, by water, from this post. The parapet was about 
fifteen feet high and eighteen thick, and defended by one 
thirty-two, three twenty-fours, two nines, two sixes, and 
an elegant five and a half-inch howitzer. 

It was situated on a beautiful and commanding bluff, with 
the river in front, a large creek just below, a swamp in the 








rear, and aemall creek just above, which rendered it diffi- 


The property taken and destreyed could not have amount- 
ed to less than two hundred thousand dollars. From the 
best information | could obtain, there was in the fort about 


three thousand stand of arms, from 5 to 600 barrels of pow- ’ 


der, and a great quantity of fixed ammunition, shot, shells, 
&c. One magazine, containing 163 barrels of powder, was 
saved, which was a valuable prize to the Indians. The 
enclosed paper, (marked B,) contains a schedule of the 
property taken in the name of the United States. The 
greater part of the negroes belonged to the Spaniards and 
indians. ‘The American negroes had principally settled on 
the river, and a number of them had left their fields and 
gone over to the Seminoles, on hearing of our approach.— 
Their corn fleids extended nearly fifty miles up the river, 
and their numbers were daily increasing. The chiefs passed 
sentence of death on the outlawed Choctaw chief and the 
black commandant, ( Garson,) for the murder of the four 


| Americans, and the sentence was immediately carried into 


execution. ‘he Spanish negroes were delivered to Mr. 
Hambly, agent for the house of Messrs. Forbes & Co., and 
the American negroes are confined at this post. 

On the 30th inst. the transports were unloaded, as I found 
it inpossible for them to ascead the river, and the provi- 
sions, ordnance, and ordnance stores, put on board small 
boats, and ordered to this post. 

On the evening of the Ist inst. I received information 
that a large body of Seminole Indians was within a day’s 
march of us, and in a few hours the report was confirmed 
by a letter from Major Cutler, left in command at camp 
Crawford, infurming me that a large body of Seminoles 
were descending the Appalachicola. ] immediately ordered 
Major Muhlenberg to keep the boats together, and to be 
in readiness to receive them, and directed one hundred 
Indians to keep with the boats, and to act in concert if ne- 
cessary. 

i advanced with two hundred Cowetas, under the rallant 
Major McIntush, to meet them; but the cowardly wretch- 
es dispersed, without our being able to get a view of them. 

J should do injustice to my own feelings, and to the offi- 
cers and men that were with me on this expedition, were’ 
I to close this report without tendering to themmy warmest 
acknowledgments for their cool and intrepid conduct, for 
their patience aud perseverance under the most trying cir- 
cumstances. To the distinguished Licut. Randolph, and to 
Dr. Buck, (who composed my staff,) I am under many 
obligations. Doctor Buck’s coolness and intrepidity were 
only equailed by his greaé skill, and humane and generous 
uttention to the wounded. 

I must beg leave to recommend to my Government the 
gallant Major Meintosh, Captains Noble Kanard, George 
Lovett Blue, and Lieut. Billy Miller, (al! from Coweta, ) 
for their distinguished conduct during the whole expedi- 
tion. 

With considerations of the highest respect, I am, sir, 
your most obedient servant, D. L. CLINCH, 

Lt. Col. 4th Inf. commanding, §c. 

Col. R. Builer, Adjutant General, 

Division of the south. 

Another letter on the same subject, written by an offi- 
cer attached to Col. Ciinch’s command to his father and 
published in the Virginia Argus, it may not be improper 
to insert, as it gives more in detail some of the circum- 
stances connecied wiih that engagement. 

Camp Crawrorp, Aug. 4, 1816. 
DEAR FATHER : 

I have the pleasure to announce to you the success of our 
Army and Navy in Florida; since the 17th ult. the hos- 
tile Choctaw Indians and the negroes who were united with 
them, have been almost exterminated by the explosion of the 
Negro Fort, ( Fort Appalachicola; ) more than a hundred 
absconding Negroes apprehended, and the Fowl ‘Town, 
Mickasooka, and Seminole Indians put to flight. The fol- 
lowing are the particulars : 

On the 17th ult. Col. Clinch with one hundred men, a 
suitable number of officers and a body of Indians under 
McJntosh, embarked for the Negro fort, to secure a passage 
for our transports from New Orleans, which were under 
convoy of two gun boats. On our way, many slaves from 
the United States and from the friendly settlements of In- 
dians near the Appalachicola were apprehended ; amongst 
others a fellow bearing a scalp from the commander of the 
Negro fort and the Choctaw Chief to the Fowl Town, Mic- 
kasooka and Seminole Chiefs. The scalp was tliat of Mid- 
shipman Lufborough, or one of his boats crew, who were 
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murdered by them while getting water for the gun boats. 
There were five men in the beat, one of whom made his es- 
cape by swiiiming, having been knocked overboard by the 
faliing of one of the slain men. On the morning of the 20th 
we arrived wit!in three fourths of a mile of the fort, an 

about six in the moruiag the enemy opened a fire of round 
shot, sheli, grape, and rockets, which was continued with 
oceasional juteriaission until the explosion of the 23d, but 
with little injary on our part. In the cvening the Colonel 
chose amore secure position for our camp, until the gun 


boats and transport, which contained our ordnance, shonld | 


arrive, and which were then ascertained to be farther from 
the Fort than was expected. From this time to the 28th 


the troops were employed in scouring, foraging, preventing 


L~) 
the escape of the enemy, and destroying their provisions, 
which consisted of green corn, meluns, &c. During this 
‘time the friendly Indian Chiefs sent in a flag to ihe fort, 
but the garrison refused the terms offered, unless they 
should be sanctioned by the Chiefs of Fowl Town, Micka- 


proved the sagacity, the energy, and humanity of the 
American soldiers in counteracting the mercenary and 
cruel disposition of the savages ; often the troops were 
|landed on the shores of the Chatahoochee, and captured 
‘Indians and Negroes, who had absconded from their 
|owners in the states. Many of them would have been 
butchered on the spot, but for the interposition of the 
whites, who regarded the orders and example of their 
esteemed Commandant. They might, also, have men- 
tioned the gallant bearing of this Spartan band, when 
‘informed that the whole Seminole tribe had embodied 
| between them and their encampment. Without an ounce 
|of food. except the slofky obtained from the Indians, 
j with but a few friendly Indians as allies, and with no 
j|neans of transportation, they received the news with 
/composure ; and with smiles turned their faces to their 
|encampment, determined to cut their way or die in the 


sooka, &c., observing that they wished to fight, and had | €liort. Fortunately the news of the destruction of the 
gone into the Fort for no other purpose. We were pleased | Apalachicola Fort had preceded them ; the hostile sav- 
with their spirited opposition to the imbecile measures of| ages who were in sufficient numbers to have cut them 
our Indians, though they were Indians, negroes, and our! ojf at a single blow were panic struck, and fled on their 


enemics. 
them determined never to be taken alive. On the 27th our 
vessels came within striking distance of the Fort, and our 
detachment joined them for the purpose of erecting a bat- 
tery near them, so as to co-operate. On the morning of the 
23th about sun rise, a fire from the fort was commenced on 
the gun boat, which was promptly returned. The 5th shot, 
which was the first hot shot thrown, entered the magazine, 
and sealed the fate of the garrison. You cannot con- 
ceive, nor I describe the horrors of the scene. In an in- 
stant, hundreds of lifeless bodies were stretched upon the 
plain, buried in sand and rubbish, or suspended from the 
tops of the surrounding pines. Here lay an innocent babe, 
there a helpless mother ; on the onc side a sturdy warrior, 
on the other a bleeding squaw. Piles of bodies, large 
heaps of sand, broken guns, accoutrements, &e. covered the 
scite of the fort. The brave soldier was disarmed of his 
resentment, and checked his victorious career, to drop a 
tear on the distressing scene. So soon as the flame was 
extinguished, ( which endangered our troops, from its pro- 
bable communication with another magazine between the 
picquets and parapet containing one hundred and fifty kegs 
of powder, ) their attention was directed to the restoration 
of the life of those who were least injured. They succeed- 
ed with fifty out of three hundred souls who were in the 
fort. Amongst these were the Negro and Indian Chiefs ; 
but they enjoyed buta short respite from the Indians. The 
Indian Chief was scalped alive, and stabbed, the Negro 
Chief was shot. 
and his officers, the other sufferers were saved from sucha 
death ; but several have since died of their wounds. Ten 
pieces of artillery, a large supply of ordnance stores, about 
two hundred stand of arms, and accoutrements, with two 
schooners, and other articles amounting probably to $200, 
000 have been taken in this expedition. Their pieces were 
thirty-two pounders, twenty-fours, nines, sixes, and a 
howitzer. Our largest piece was an eighteen pounder. 
While we were carrying on our operations against the 
fort, the hostile Indians had embodied themselves, and had 
advanced within thirty miles of us, for the purpose of at- 
tacking our rear, but the work was accomplished too soon 
for them, and on our returning they made a precipitate re- 
treat. They have since sent word that they wish to make 
peace. Cur friendly Chiefs are in consultation as to the 
measures to be pursued in regard to them. The late affair 
has created such terror that I have little doubt of its secur- 
ing us from their future hostilities. ; 5 

As the object for which I remained here is accomplish- 
ed, J am anxious for the acceptance of my resignaiion which 
was offered in June, to take effect when Indian hostilities 
cease. The Colonel has consented to my return to Fort 
Hawkins, where I shall remain in charge of a detachment 
until informed of its acceptance. 

With the greatest affection, 
Your son, 
MARCUS C. BUCK, 

N. B. First rate land can be purchased in Florida for 
fifty cents per acre. What speculations! if it should ever 
be ours, which, I think, will be the case. 


Both the Colonel and the writer have omitted to mention 
many eveits, from motives of delicacy, which if detailed, 
would reflect great credit on the troops engaged in 
that expedition. They might have inentioned many 
little imeidents, on the! 


By the great exertions of our humane Col., 


Many circumstances convinced us that most of approach, and thus Col. Clinch and his detachment, 


| with the friendly Indians, passed in safety to their en- 
/campment. Here was the first and perhaps one of the 
| most hazardous expeditions of the Seminole war, _ Not- 
| withstanding it was the wish of the Executive of the 
| United States that our troops should have done precise- 
|ly what they did; notwithstanding they acknowledged 
| privately the merit of the troops engaged in the expedi- 
| tion; such was the apprehension of giving offence to the 
| Spanish authorities, or of incurring the censure of po- 
litical opponents, that they carefully withheld from the 
| public all information on the subject, and so far as they 
| were concerned, the whole history of this transaction 
would have beenatabula rasa, Fortunately for historic 
_truth, the industrious Editors of the National Intelligen- 
_cer got hold of Clinch’s report, and another letter that 
was published on the subject, three years after the events, 
and entered them on their journal, where they now stand 
as monuments to the memory of some who have left 
this stage of action, and lasting monuments of injustice 
towards those who were placed in perilous circumstan- 
ces, without chart or compass for their direction. Where, 
{if they had failed, eternal disgrace must have over- 
whelmed them; and though successful, no public acknow- 
ledgement of their chivalry could be made. Such was the 
effect of this expedition upon the Creek Indians, that 
the hostile chiefs united with those friendly to the Unit- 
| ed States, and almost unanimously petitioned Col. Clinch 
| to become their Indian Agent. But we trust a more glori- 
| ous destiny awaits him. Whena correctaccount of his late 
| proceedings in Florida shall be obtained, my word forit he 
| will be found to have done all that a prudent, experienced 
and chivalrous officer could have done under the cireum- 
stances. And if a sufficient force is entrusted to his 
command, I will venture all my reputation as a soldier, 
that he will give such an account of his enemies as the 
friends of those who have fallen would wish to receive. 
If properly sustained, his military acquirements, his 
prudence and knowledge of the Indian character, which 
he has studied for twenty years, cannot fail to crown his 
efforts with success. Though I did. not belong to 
Clinch’s detachment, I arrived in Florida shortly after 
the events here alluded to. I had the account from 
those who were present. My memory has been recent- 
ly refreshed by conversation with two of the officers of 
that detachment who are now inthe city, and will con- 
firm every statement that is made. A SOLDIER. 
January, 1836. 


P.S. Since the above was written I am pleas.” to see a 
letter from an officer who served with Gen. Clinch in the 
late action with the Seminoles, which fully justifies the 
opinion here advanced of his talents and bravery. An 
article in the Globe also does justice to his conduct, on 
that occasion. 





ON THE MILITIA, AS A MEANS OF DEFENCE. 








jlescent of the iver, W nich | 


Mr. Eprror:—It will not, be thoucht ill timed. Thope, 
to call the publie attention to the subject of the employ- 


ment of militia in the service of the United States, when 





emandwnet aretp = 


4 o> 


aah wean ME Pe ie B-Ball mB on ole ~~ © ee 


¢@ ™ 


pet (D 


a ee. on . . -+Of .0 ® .) =” 


ae 


7 a ee ee ee ee ee ee ee. 


as tt at oo 4 2 


ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 117 


























the reflection arises, that such is the only resource for 
the defence of the country which appears to come with- 
in the contemplation of our rulers; at a time that threat- 
enings of war, in various shapes and from various quarters, 
call for speedy and energetic measures for meciing the 
crisis. 











lents, which are no more than mushrooms, and of as 

short duration, but leave behind them a debt which is 
continually weighing upon us.” 

Numerous other instances might be cited where this 

| great man reprobates the practice of employing militia, 

and urges upon Congress the necessity of relying upon a 


The people have been too long deluded by the flatter- | Regular army alone. 
ing notice—originating in their own vanity‘and fostered| 1 haye quoted thus largely from his correspondence, 
and perpetuated by aspiring demagogues—that it is upon | because I find in it an argument, ready furnished for my 
the militia, “the bone and sinew of the country,” that! purpose, incontestible in its assertions, and having the 
we are to depend for protection in the event of foreign | authority of experience, at a time when militia, as al- 
aggression, internal commotions, or Indian disturbances | most the only force, was more frequently employed, than 
upon our frontiers. This blind confidence in their own | at any subsequent period. 
strength, if persisted in, will prove their ruin; andtoo| Let us, from the experience of the Revolutionary, 
late will they discover that they have been leaning upon | pass over the events of the last war to the recent affair 
a broken reed. |in Florida, and observe the etiect and utility of militia 

I know that it is unpopular and impolitic to utter sen- | against an Indian force. 
timents which may otiend the amour propre of the| Gen. Clinch, in his official report, states that, urged to 
respectable mobs, exhibited in our streets on “ training | immediate action by the short period which the militia, 
days,” by doubting their efficiency, whether “on drill,” | under Gen. Call, had to serve, he determined to attack 
or upon the field of battle. I know that I shall be told, | the Seminoles then assembled in considerable force south 
as has been said a thousand times before, that many of| of the Withlacooche river. He accordingly took up his 
the battles of former wars could not have been won| line of march with 200 regulars and 500 inilitia and vo- 





without the aid of militia; that militia, unassisted, have | lunteers, and on the 31st of December made dispositions 


encountered British regular troops with success. But 
these could be rendered nugatory, so far as the argu- 
ment is concerned, by counterstatements. I know, too, 
that there are many, who, to subserve their own ends, 
will ascribe false and interested motives to any member 
of the Army who may attempt to destroy the confidence 
which has hitherto been reposed in the militia as our 
right hand of defence. But every military man, what- 
ever his experience, and every intelligent and unpreju- 
diced reader or observer of past events, whatever his 
profession may be, will confirm my assertion, that mili- 
tia should be employed only as auxiliaries to regular 
troops, with a view to the moral etleci of their numbers, 
rather than to their actual efficiency. « 

I am sustained in this opinion by the testimony of one 
whose memory all venerate, and whose name is, and 
shall be, through all time, the pride of the nation, Wash- 
ington ; in his letter to the President of Congress, dated 
15th Sept. 1780, he says: 

“TI am happy to find that the late disaster in Carolina 
has not been so great as its first features indicated.— 
This event, however, adds itself to many others, to ex- 
emplify the necessity of an army, and the fatal conse- 
quences of depending on militia. Regular troops alone 
are equal to the exigencies of modern war, as well for 
defence as offence; and whenever a substitute is at- 
tempted, it must prove illusory and ruinous. * * * 

‘The firmness for the real business of fighting is only 
to be attained by a constant course of discipline and 
service. I have never yet been witness to a single in- 
stance that can justify a different opinion, and it is most 
earnestly to be wished that the liberties of America may 
no longer be trusted in any material degree to so preca- 
rious a dependence.” 

In 1781, in a letter to Mr. Custis, he writes :—*<If I 
thought the conviction of the necessity of having a per- 
manent force, had not, ere this, flashed upon every man’s 
mind, [ could write a volume in support of the utility of 
it; for no day or hour arrives unaccompanied with proof 
of some loss, some expense, or some misfortune conse- 
quent on the want of it. No operation of war, offensive 
or defensive, can be carried on for any length of time 
without it. No funds are adequate to the supplies of a 
fluctuating army, though it may go under the denomina- 
tion of a regular one, much less are they competent to 
the support of militia. In a word, for it is unnecessary 
to go into all the reasons the subject will admit of, we 
have brought a cause, which might have been happily 
terminated years ago, by the adoption of proper mea- 
sures, to the verge of ruin by temporary enlistments and 
a reliance on militia. The sums expended in bounties, 
waste of arms, consumption ef military stores, provi- 
sions and camp utensils, to say nothing of clothing which 
temporary soldiers are always receiving, and always in 
want of, are too great for the resources of any nation, 
and prove the fallacy and danger of temporary expedi- 


to cross the river. He was fortunate enough to efiect 
| this, with Col. Fanning’s command, in safety ; but was 
|immediately assailed by a body of Indians three times 
his number. 

And how was he supported by the militia and volun- 
|teers? Twenty-seven only of the latter could be pre- 
| vailed on to cross to his assistance ; the remainder stood 
‘trembling spectators of the fight, constituting them- 
|selves (as one of their officers writes ) a Corps de 
reserve. Of what use were they, and what were they 
| there for but to cumber the ground, and by the exhibition 
| of their confusion and cowardice, give confidence to the 
| foe and invite them to prolong the fight ? 

| In the most hazardous position to which a body of 
troops could be exposed—with a river in their rear, and 
|without the means of crossing it, did this handful of 
igallant men, alone, sustain themselves; and after an 
| hour’s sharp firing, and three successful charges, repel 
|an enemy far superior to them in number. 

And, when suceess had attended the efforts of the re- 
gular troops, did the militia evince a disposition to fol- 
low up the enterprise by pursuit of a flying enemy? No! 
|They had seen, not tasted, enough of danger. Their 
| term of service had expired. It was pay, not glory, that 
they sought. The records of the next and succeeding 
sessions of Congress will show how great were their 
sufferings—how manifold their losses—especially in arms 
and horses, 
| And is it, then, upon so frail a support that the nation 
\is to depend, to combat the accomplished and veteran 
| troops of France? 
| Shall we discard the lessons of experience, the admo- 
|nitions of the wise and good, and persevere in the per- 
| Ricious and fatal course we have heretofore pursued ? 
| Or shall we repair, launch and equip our ships of war, 
jarm our fortifications—enconrage the military spirit in 
{the Army by a liberal compensation and an increase of 
its numbers, to such an extent as to preclude the appre» 
hension of defeat by the misconduct of militia asse- 
ciates ? BROWN. 

Jan, 31. 











POLITICAL ECONOMY—THE ARMY. 


It is sincerely to be hoped that after a few more butch- 
eries of our troops, the rulers of our land may discover 
the absolute necessity of an increase in our “ Standing 
Army.” When a few hundred more shall yield their 
life’s-blood in an unequal combat; when surprised and 
ambushed by a superior force, a few hundred more shall 
meet death in his most ghastly form; perhaps the expe- 
diency of abolishing the “regulars” and substituting a 
‘well organized militia,”? may enter the minds of some 
sapient public servant. Whatever difference of opin- 
ion may exist regarding the true policy of the go- 
vernment in other matters, no man in any manner a 
quainted with circumstances and facts can for a momen’ 
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pretend to doubt that our present land force is altogether | and required by motives of interest, pride, and true poli- 
inadequate to the maintenance of peace at home, andajcy. The Bill for the increase of one corps in the service 
proper or just respect for our country—* our own, our | is undergoing the scrutiny and prudent consideration of 
native land”—among the nations of the old world. How-! Congress; and honorable gentlemen cannot hesitate to 
muchsoever the just interests of the country may be| make this alaw, acquainted as they are with the naked- 
studied, in relation to its commercial, agricultural or) ness of our country as regards fortifications, and recom- 
other resources, calculated to increase the revenue, and| mended as it is by our venerable Chief Magistrate and 
exalt the State; howmuchsoever politicians, prudent, | the honorable Secretary of the War Department. The 
wise, and economical, may by their joint endeavors seek | «« Engineers’ are evidently too few in number when the 
to place our republic in an attitude enviable and un-| object of their services, the extensive resources, popu- 
equalled in the annals of history ; while discussion fol- | lation, &e. of the country are taken into consideration. 
lows discussion upon the merest common-place and triv- | When the Bill for the increase of this corps shall have 
ial party measures, while men high in place endeavor | become a law, and fortifications from Maine to Louisiana 
to quell disturbance by rooting up old and long existing| shall have been commenced and completed, when the 
difficulties, dead in the minds of all, save a few who are | surplus revenue, now amounting to nearly thirty millions 
desirous of adding fresh laurels to a crown of undying | shall have become almost incalculable; the Army, ( Ar- 
brilliancy; while our difficulties with foreign powers | tillerists, Infantry, Dragoons, ete, ) must be increased. 
are on the eve of an amicable adjustment; while our| Then perhaps no dire necessity may demand the services 
country is prosperous and rapidly increasing in every of the troops ; then the fairest portion of the Union, the 
thing which can constitute political greatness, the glit- | « garden of the South” may not become desolate and 
tering of the tomahawk, the report of the rifle, the cries | untenanted; then those who are ready and anxious to 
of the houseless widow and orphan, the burning habita- ; 
tions and smouldering ruins are heard, and seen only by 
the handful of troops and the gallant militia, ordered to 
subdue and drive to the uttermost bounds of humiliation, 
a nation of five or six thousand warlike and blood-thirsty 
savages, headed by a chief who, although glowing with 
the red-man’s blood, is worthy the name and character of | terror in to the hearts of the Indians: if the western fron- 
a citizen of the ‘seven hilled city,” even had he existed | tier is left destitute, open tothe attacks of the savages in 
in her palmiest days. The genial clime of Florida is | that quarter ; if our sea board is left without a man to de- 
now the seat of savage warfare, has been, and yet may | fend it; if every fort in the country is stripped and the 
be the common grave of our massacred soldiers; the | troops marched to the seat of war; even then the great and 
fruitful soil has been and yet may be moistened with prosperous ‘ Union” could oppose the small but gallant 
the blood of victims who might have lived, if asufficient| force of six or seven thousand men, against the same 
force had been at the disposal of the commander in chief. | number of a savage and warlike enemy ' It is acknow- 
Suppose for instance that a thousand men, or even half|ledged that such a force ought to have been at the dis- 
that number, who might easily have been spared from | posal of the General in Chief, in order that this «« Semi- 
garrisons on our sea board if the Army had been larger | nole war ” mightshave been quelled at once and without 
than it is; suppose that five hundred men had attempt- delay.- But if sucha force had been ordered there, look 
ed the march from Tampa Bay to Fort King—is it pro- | at the defenceless situation of other portions of our com- 
bable that a party of a thousand savages could have lain | mon country. Why not at once increase the “* Army,” 
in ambuscade, surprised and placed in one bleeding pile | as has been proposed to ten thousand rank and file. 
such anumber? Is it probable that a thousand savages! There are numbers of our young officers who would 
would have attempted such an act, and if attempted, is it | gladly proceed immediately to Florida ; some witha zeal 
robable they could have succeeded ? and if successful, | and patriotic courage which does honor to their names, 
1s it not possible that they themselves, or a majority, | have applied for orders to proceed immediately to the spot 
might have licked the dust side by side with the victims: where the bones of our countrymen are unburied and 
of their savage cruelty? These questions are easily an- | exposed to the gaze and savage triumphs of a more than 
swered. It is almost certain that if, instead of one, a} savage foe. It is for the purpose of defending the com- 
body of five hundred troops had attempted the march, | mon interests and the public rights in aday of peril that 
the journals of the land would never have contained the | these officers have been educated at the public expense ; 
relation of the unnecessary and “cruel massacre of the | it is to repay the bounty of the xovernment, that these 
United States Troops in Florida.” If mercy had been | officers, urged by the fire of patriotism and bravery which 
the dictator in this matter, or if “dew-eyed pity ” could | burns in the bosom of every American citizen, are wil- 
have availed, one of the most gallant, brave and worthy } ling, nay, desirous of sharing the dangers of the unequal 
officers in our army would never have been forced in| contests in defence of the helpless families of Florida. 
view of athousand merciless savages, with the prospect | But they must remain at their present posts and perform 
of certain and cruel death before his eyes, with the slain | duties there which the rules of the service and military 
and mangled bodies of an hundred comrades strewed | discipline demand. If they should be ordered to Florida, 
around him ; this officer under just circumstances would | in what capacity could they go, unless our Army is im- 
never have been forced to say to “‘ nine ! ”’ soldiers, “Men | mediately increased ? ; : 
I am the only officer left, I will do the bestI can;” an} This increase in our “ Land Forces ” is asubject that 
example of heroic greatness and lion-like bravery, which | requires the approval of every individual, who values 
ought to shine on the page of history in juxta-position | the blessings of peace, or the speedy termination of a 
with the glorious deeds of a Leonidas, while the name | necessary war. It demands the attention and the ap- 
of virtue, or the practice of courageous deeds shall be | proval of those in power, who are authorised to make 


admired by mankind. In all probability if a greater | the necessary alterations in the system of our national 
force had been in such a situation, and the one hundred | defence. ; Ww. 


and twelve of Major Dade’s part of this force, they might 
have been the victims even then; but others would have | ENLISTMENT OF BOYS FOR THE NAVY. 


been left who might have sent not afew savages to their| I am induced to make a few remarks on this subject, 
final reckoning, who are now alive ready, eager and wil-|in con 














fight in the cause of their country may not be surprised 
and butchered in companies of a hundred without the 
the shadow of an equal combat. But now every thing 
requires immediate action. Every tie of friendship, every 
tie of patriotism requires decisive action. But how shall 
we act? Ifthe forces are withdrawn in sufficiency to strike 











t ag 10¥ ) sequence of reading an extract from the New 
Jing to sacrifice other victims at all times and in any | York Herald, inserted in the Army and Navy Chroni- 
place. But it may be said thatthe unexpected slaughter | cle of Cct. 15th, and more especially. as I consider those 
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without materially diminishing its effective force. The 
complements of seamen, ordinary seamen, &c., occupy 
all the room that can be allotted tothem on board of our 
vessels of war ; and if a greater number of boys were 
sent on board, the number of seamen must either be de- 
creased, or otherwise many must be without proper ac- 
commodations ; and exposure to night air, and dews, is 
fatal in some climates. Moreover the navy 1s nota proper 
nursery for seamen; the maritime powers of Europe, and 
England in particular, from whose institutions we are so 
fond of drawing comparisons, do not employ as many 
boys in their navy as we do; (in proportion,) nor have 
they any Naval School for boys (except Greenwich) at 
the public expense ; and none are, I believe, admitted 
into it, except the orphan children of public servants; 
it thereby appears that the object is to provide for such 
boys, rather than to benefit their navy. England is in- 
debted to her coast trade, and law respecting appren- 
tices, for her seamen; and was asimilar law put in force 
In our country, we would ina few years have native sea- 
men enough to conduct our increasing commerce, and 
man our vessels of war to protect it. 

The editor of the New York Herald in his zeal for the 
navy, carries a good thing rather too far, by recom- 
mending a hundred of the graceless scamps, to be found 
about the streets in N. Y. for enlistment in every vessel 
of the service. I would be pleased to know whether 
the merchants of New York $would be willing to trust 
the protection of their commerce, to those that they de- 
cline employing in their own vessels. It would cer- 
tainly be a good plan to clear the City, and House of 
Refuge, of bad boys ; but for my life, [ cannot see how 
the navy would be benefitted by its adoption. The 
Naval officers find employment enough in their compli- 
cated duties at present ; without having the additional 
one of correcting the morals of boys, who set paternal 
authority at defiance. The navy is not (as is supposed) 
an asylum for every man, or boy, without a character ; 
corporeal punishment rarely occurs in it now, and the 
time is not far distant when the seamen of the navy 
will be looked upon as men, and treated as such, and 
not as degraded or inferior beings. 

Let parents, if they have boys who wish to go to sea, 
apply at the Rendezvous, when they are open, and they 
will get them enlisted; but I have known in the very 
city of New York when we wanted boys, that we were 
obliged to send to the House of Refuge for them. 

Perhaps it is not known that upon an average, we take 
300 green hands into the service annually. I should sup- 
pose, for the size of our navy, this was pretty fair. 
Added to this economy is a primary consideration, as 
far as regards naval matters ; and the limited appropri- 
ations made by Congress for its support do not leave it 
in the power of the executive to carry any such philan- 
thropic schemes into practice, even if he were disposed to 
do so; and the yearly pay and rations for one hundred boys 
at $6 per month, amount to $16,325, and the pay of the 
same number of able seamen for the same period would 
only be $7,200 more. When these all things are duly con- 
sidered,I feel assured thatevery one will acknowledge, 
that the boys that are employed in the navy at present 
(which is one to every two guns the vessel mounts) are 
as many as can be useful; but even allowing that a 
greater number were to be shipped, it would require 
much longer than three years to make them seamen, 
«Critics are already made,” and a mechanic may serve 
5,6 or 7 years and be master of his trade, butof a sail- 
or it may be said, that he never thoroughly learns his. 

The seamen of our navy have to serve eight and ten 
years before they are so rated, and the petty officers 
from fifteento twenty-five years. It appears that the 
editor of the Herald has overlooked another small 
matter of deeper interest to the service than he is proba- 
bly aware of—namely, what isto be done with those 
men comprising the present school ? could his very able 
proposition be acceded to, and carried into effect, would 
not those men who have suffered and served through 
the “ heat of the day, * be left in a worse condition than 
those meritorious youths he isso very anxious to provide 
for. Inthe course of a few years they (by the editor’s 





calculation) must be necessarily driven from their em- 
ploy in our navy to make way for the regenerated imps 
of the poor and work house, and to seek their bread in 
a land of strangers, far from the homes they have so 
gallantly defended and at a time too when worth made 
the man,—and for what reason? to prove to an all admir- 
ing world the gratitude of the American republic? Has 
not the present system of manning our navy been as 
productive of chivalric bravery, honor, and deeds of no- 
ble daring, as ever graced the annals of a nation? 
Why then depart from a custom that has at all times, 
since the foundation of our infant republic, been found 
eflicient ? No—if schools are to be established, let it be 
on the bosom of the ocean; there isthe best academy 
for seamen—and those youngsters, whom it is necessary 
to carry to sea to complete the complement of the crews, 
at present allowed, might receive, during the hours of 
relaxation from duty, by a competent master, an insight 
into the theoretical part of their destined profession,— 
and it is well known that the practical part of their edu- 
cation is never neglected on board an American man of 
war. It is an established rule,on board our ships, to 
mark the worthy and deserving, for promotion, and were 
it not that delicacy forbids, I might lay before the edi- 
tor’s view, a list of as noble commanders, and other offi- 
cers, In our navy, as ever graced a quarter deck, and 
who did not make their way through the School of Re- 


form to their well merited honors ; but manfully wrought 


their way through the hause holes, and now feel them- 
selves proudly able, not only to command a ship, but 
in case of emergency to work one and handle a marline 
spike. 

Pit my plain remarks carry conviction with them, I 
shall be satisfied, and my object will be obtained,—if 
not, it is all one to BARNEY. 


The Admiralty have ordered an addition to be made to 
the demonstration ships at this port, and the Implacable, 
74; Donegal, 78; Kent, 78; and Stag, 46; have been 
brought down the harbor to be put in a fit state for com- 
missioning, if wanted. These, with the four sail of the 
line, viz:—Impregnable, 104; Talavera, 74; Minden, 
74; and Cornwallis, 74, brought forward some time 
since, will compose a strong force, which may be speed- 
ily sent to sea in case of need.— Devonport Telegraph. 
LS PLT Ae PE Pn 


ear: ORIGINAL POETRY. 


WASHINGTON’S DAY IN THE MORNING. 
[Tune ‘ Patricn’s Day. ’’] 

When Oppression’s vile power assumed the command, 

And freedom was destined for Slav’ry’s chain, 

Then genius did droop with her bays in her hand, 
And Beauty sat weeping and scorning— 

*Tis then heaven’s rays illumined the sky, 

It gladdened the heart, and it dazzled the eye, 

It vanquish’d the tear, and it conquer’d the sigh, 
On Washington’s day in the morning. 











For O! that fam’d morning, remember’d must be, 
That gave to our country, this child of renown, 
Whose manhood was glorious, distinguished and free, 
All gallantry ever adorning— 
Let the sons of Columbia forever proclaim, 
And daughters of Freedom all join in the theme, 
And children lisp out his heroic name, 
On Washington’s day in the morning. 


All countries and nations at present that’s known, 
His name have re echo’d with praise and delight, 


In wisdom and valor his precepts have shone, 
The fetters of Slavery scorning— 


So now hand in hand, let us jovially twine, 

Sing harmonic verses at Liberty’s shrine, 

While over our heads the Star banner wiil shine 
On Washington’s day in the morning. 


J. R. MeC, 
Fort McHenry, Md. 
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"And the Angel of Freedom moves by in her glory, 
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THE SOLDIER’S DIRGE. 
BY LIEUT. G. W. PATTEN, U. S. A. 
** Toll not the bell of death for me, 
When I am dead. ” 
Feliz Alvarez. 
Oh ! toll no bell, 
When I am gone; 
Let not a bugle swell, 
The mournful tale to tell. 
But let the drum, 
With hollow roll, 
Tell when the angels come 
To take my soul ; 
And let the banner borne before me, 
Wave in azure glory o’er me, 
When I am gone. 
Oh! shed no tear, 
When I am gone; 
Unmanly ’tis to hear 
Sobs at a soldier’s bier. 
But let the peal, 
Solemn and slow, 
From minute gun reveal, 
That I am low. 
And with no costly pomp deride me, 
But lean on arms revers’d beside me, 
When I am gone. 





——. 








To the editor of the Savannah Georgian. 


Dear Sir :—I hope you will find room for the enclosed | 
beautiful lines from the pen of Miss Mary E. Lee, of Charles- | 
ton, which appeared in the last Southern Rose. They | 
breathe the genuiac spirit of poetry. Miss Lee is the au- 
thor of “the Lone Siar,’ &c. in the Southern Literary | 
Journal, and aconstant contributer to the Rose Bud, under | 
the signature of M.E L. The last number of the New 
York Mirror, in speaking of M. E. L. says, ‘* At some future | 
time we will offer evidence to our readers that we do not | 
over-rate this young lady in predicting for her, if se tal 
ceeds as she begun, great emincnce.”’ 

From the Southern Rose. 
THE BRAVE VOLUNTEERS. 


A voice from the South tells a sad mournful story, 
Of ruin and carnage, and war’s dread alarms, 


And summons Columbia’s proud patriots to arins !— 
Not in vain does she call, for the pure flame is gushing, 
Like the sun when it breaks through the morning’s soft 
And the light of true courage is joyously flushing _[tears, 
The i, acct brows of the brave Volunteers. 


Think not that they part, without feelings of sorrow, 
From friends that are nearest and dearest on earth, 

Oh! no, but they trast from the future to borrow 

ome meed of high valour to double their worth : 

Each bright, sunny spot of their childhood seems pleasant, 
And warmer than ever its hearth-stone appears, 

But affection itself cannot weaken at present 
The chivalrous truth of the brave Volunteers. 


Each father looks proud, and each mother surrenders 
With kisses and blessings the son that she bore, 
While with quick kindling ardour each fond sister tenders 
The well burnished weapon, then struggles once more, 
To hide the foul traitors of grief that wi!l gather, 
And hush in her bosom its torturing fears, 
For who indzed would not a thousand times rather 
Give all than dishonor the brave Volunteers ? 


For their country they strike! and a fair eonstellation 
Of beauty looks on as they mount the sea-car, 
While there comes, like the cry of a union-bound nation, 
From the land of their sires a parting hurrah! 
They go, but amid that wild shout of commotion, 
That like music unrivall’d bursts full on their ears, 
What heart doth not add in the voice of devotion, 
** God prosper the cause of ovr brave Volunteers ! ”’ 


WASHINGTON CITY; 
THURSDAY,...0..c.cce-ccscossoeeesss FEBRUARY 25, 1836. 








Correction.—The poetical article in our last num- 
ber, entitled the Sioux Mother, should have been credited 
to the Baltimore Atheneum, a highly interesting and 
well conducted paper. 





Owing to the large quantity of original matter, accu- 
mulating upon ourhands, we have placed several com- 
munications in the first part of this day’s paper. 


— a 





Leave of absence for three months has been granted 
to all the officers attached to the U.S. ship Delaware» 
to take effect as soon as their services can be dispensed 
with on board; and also, for the same period, to all those 
who came passengers in her. 

The funeral of Miss Patterson took place at Norfolk, 
on Friday. 

The ship John Taylor sailed from New York, on the 
16th inst. for Savannah, having on board 96 recruits for 
the U.S. army in Florida. 


The steamer Merchant, from New Orleans bound to 
Tampa Bay, with officers and troops on board, put into 
Pensacola on the 5th inst. for wood and water. 


Major Gen. Gaines and suite arrived at Pensacola, 
on the 6th inst.in the steamboat Watchman, on the way 
to Tampa. The W. had on board 285 troops. Gen. 
G. was accompanied by Captain Hitchcock and First 
Lt.G. A. McCail. 

Brigadier General Evstis and suite, accompanied by 
Captain CaAnrrEexLp and Lieut. Tempxe, (Aids to Major 
General Scott,) with Captain Van Ness’s Company, 
(H Ist Artillery) left Charleston on the 12th inst. in the 
Steamer Dolphin for St. Augustine. 





ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 
Feb. 22.—Capt. H. W. Fitzhvgh, 2d Ary. Fuller’s 
Lieut. A. Beckley, 4.a Ar.’y. do 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 








Mr. Epitorn,—When the readers of a Public Journal 
disagree to the opinions of its ediior—and in the pte- 
sent condition of the our American Press, the thing is 
not unfrequent—I see no reason why suci dissent should 
not be unhesitatingly expressed. 

Even in the case of a party paper in politics, establish- 
ed to support particular men, or to sustain particular 
measures, though the mind of the Editor ditionines* the 

arty complexion of his paper, yet he does not present 
his own dogmata to his readers as the infallible standard 
of opinion. Although to judge correctly is the ability 
of few, to think freely is the privilege of all; and the 
right to express honest opinions is as extensive.as the 
right to form them. A party editor, of commu,i libe- 
alte, would rarely decline to publish a hostile review of 
his own editorial writing, | prong the literary execu- 
tion of the criticism merited such respect. Your paper, 
moreover, is not sectarian ; but is declared in the com- 
rehensive and somewhat redundant professions in the 
eading editorial article, of the 7th of January, to be 





* We wish O. P. Q. would explain the meaning of this 
word ; we can make nothing else out of the MS, but the 





M. E. L. 
Charleston, S. C. 


letters above printed. — Ed. 
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** neutral, impartial, candid and accessible to all—*‘ open 
to all parties, influenced by none.” I do not therefore an- 
ticipate that you will now recede from the judicious and 
liberal course you have commenced, and wish to pre- 
scribe what sentiments your paper shall be the means 
of diffusing. 

I therefore offer you for publication some remarks on 


an editorial article, which appeared in the Chronicie of 


the 7th of January, under the head of “ Army Pay.” 

That article I consider unjust to the Army, incorrect 
in its expressions of opinion, and its insinuations of fact, 
and likely to be mischievous in its consequences. 

In the first place, Mr. Editor, it tends to produce, so 
far as its influence goes, what it professes to design to 
obviate. I mean discord between the Army and Navy. 
Kind feeling aznong men must be spontaneous. It is 
useless to atiempt to plant its seed in the bosom where 
itis not of native growth. Argument and reproaches 
are of trifling force to establish atfection. 

You cannot compel feeling. If, therefore, there does 
not exist, as you intimate, “* harmony and cordiality be- 
tween the members of the two services,” your public 
declaration of the fact, though accompanied by regrets 
however persuasive, or arguments however convincing, 
of the inconvenience of such a state of feeling, will not 
operate to produce a better. But in truth the Army 
and Navy are now told for the first time, what they did 
never before suspect, of the existence of this mutual 
jealousy and unkindness. (1.) I trust, however, they will 

ause, before they take assertion or insinuation for fact. 

tis in itself athing so very improbable, a thing for 
which it would be so very difficult to find @ priort any 
cause, that in the absence of any fact to fortify such an 
assertion, we may very safely trust to general reasoning, 
and boldly denyit. It derives—and our personal ac- 
quaintance with the members of both Army and Navy 
is not so limited as to disqualify us to speak confidently 
—it derives no colorable support from any occurrence 
in the personal intercourse of the two services, nor any 
event in their public history. 

The eepiteliies and courtesies of private life depend, 
for the most part, on individnal character and pecuniary 
ability. But whenever opportunity has permitted, in the 
casual meeting of the members of the twoarms of our 
national defence, professional considerations have al- 
ways quiekened and extended the kindness and civili- 
ties, which as gentlemen pass betweenus. (2) Norcan 
any thing be cuiled from our pubiic history to sanction 
the opinion I am now combatiing. Our action and du- 
ties are generally separate ; sometimes, though unfre- 
quenily, in concert ; never in conflict. It has indeed 
happened on some cf the very rare occasions where we 
have been employed together, that acrimonial alterea- 
tions have subsecuently arisen between individual offi- 
cers in appropriating their resnective achievements and 
honors. but that must as readily have occurred, had they 
belonged to the same corps, and in such cases the two 
services have allowed the parties to the controversy to 
settle the precedence of good conduct and adjust the 
proportion of glory between them, without much inte- 
rest or any participationin thedispute. Itneeds no ve- 
ry acute observation of men to know, that public senti- 
ment may be very accurately judged from the general run 
of language, and the current use of epithets. Common 
language is the reflection of the common feeling. Now 
every one who has mixed at all in eur familiar conver- 
sation, knows that one service usually speaks of the 
other as “our Brothers.”” The same is evidenced by the 
frequent recurrence of that for of expression in the 
communications to the Chronicle. 

Iam not seizing this occasion to parade awkward 
orofessions from one body to the other. Public declara- 
ions of regard are generally insincere, always in bad 
taste. ButIam merely to deny what has been asserted 
without justice, and what if true would be no slight re- 
proach to both Army and Navy. 

Be assured, Mr. Editor, that the « harmony and cor- 
diality ” between us, for which you display so much anx- 
iety, and for which you profess to “have ever been 
strenuous advocates,” is too firmly established to be 





strengthened—however it may be weakened—by any 
advocacy whether strenuous er feeble. (3) 

In the following as well as in the foregoing remarks I 
mean not to question the motives or intentions of the 
editor of the Chronicle. 1 disapprove his article and 
think it caleulated to doharm. But I intend no censure 
of the editor; and itis merely in support of my opin- 
ions of the nature and tendency of tha* article, that the 
arguinents which precede, and the illustrations which 
follow, are adduced. 

There is no surer way to create animosities than to 
suppose their existence. The parties soon come to be- 
lieve that to exist which is so apparent to every one else. 
This is one of the most common, the most successful, 
and the most dishonest artifices of the fomenters of so- 
cial dissensions. I happen to recollect, what may illus- 
trate my present argument—an historical instance which 
may serve to show the respect, which an intriguer of 
consummate art in forming and dissolving party cabals 
entertained for the efficacy of that species of trickery I 
aia mentioning. When Horne Cooke desired to detach 
the Middlesex Patriot from one of his seditious friends, 
he wrote hima letter, from which the following is ex- 
tracted, and which is no indifferent evidence of the je- 
suitical craft belonging to the writer’s personal charac- 
ter, and appropriate to his priestly calling: “I passed 
*‘a week with Sterne at Lyons, and I am to meet him 
“at Viennainthe summer. Forgive my question and 
‘« do not answer it, if itis impertinent. Is there any 
** cause of coldness between you and Sterne? he speaks 
“ very handsomely of you, when it is necessary to s 
* at all ; butnot with that warmth and enthusiasm that I 
“expect from every one that knows you. Do not let 
‘me cause coldness, if there is none. I[ am sensible 
“my question is at least imprudent, and my jealousy 
* blameable.” The treacherous conception was here art- 
ully executed ; bat the habits of his turbulent and pro- 
fligate life and the native astuteness of his mind had ren- 
dered Wilkes profoundly skilled in all the wiles of the 
hu:nan heart. Horne’s insidious attempt failed of its 
yurpose ; and on their subsequent political rupture, 

Vilkes triumphantly and bitterly reproached him for 
the base stratagem. 

Similar to this editorial of the Chronicle is a late 
order published to the army by: the commanding Gen- 
eral, which, as I am passing along in my rambling way, 
I will turn aside a little, to notice. 


The subject of this order was the occasion of a late tour . 


of inspection of the sea-board fortifications, made by a 
travelling detail of Engineer officers. 

On this occasion the Major General, a little distrustful 
from some personal reminiscences, of the courtesy of 
the line of the Army, very urgently involzed our “cor- 
diality ” to our professional brethren ; and ee us 
to be “ jealous” by our regard for “ our own honor, the 
honor of the country and of theservice.” (4) Thisnovel 
mode of combining with the customary public order, an 
official disquisition on manners, and an eloquent appeal 
to our generous sentiments as men and officers, and 
which had the multiplied advantage of presenting its in- 
genious author in the triplicate capacity of officer, ora- 
tor, and arbiter elegantiarum, is a proper subject for the 
auto-da-fé of critical justice, onl I therefore propose 
to publish it, with a full commentary, in some future 
No. of the Chronicle. 

For the present, I merely notice it to remark the points 
of similitude between it and the article of the Chroni- 
cle—the evidence of time—the identity of sentiment— 
and the similarity of verbal expression. (5) 

My objections to the order of the General are the same 
as those I have expressed to the article of the editor, 
which may be thus briefly recapitulated : if kindness 
subsists, the exhortation is supererogatory : if unkind» 
ness subsists, it is not mitigated by remonstrance : in 
both cases the injudicious counsel defeats the good it 
meant, and works the opposite evil. 

We are told that the editor of the Chronicle “ has 
reason to know that the officers of the Navy will do 
ae | to impede the Ps ary of the army application 
through Congress.”” Without adverting to the probable 
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source and authenticity of the editor’s knowledge, the 
army will be very willing to believe the assurance ; 
but indeed, they could never have needed any voucher 
to the fact. It is impossible it can be otherwise—th 
wildest imagination can furnish no motive for their op- 
position. (6) 

We are further told that “ no notice will probably 
be taken of the communications which have already 
appeared inthe Chronicle, on the subject of the « Ar- 
my Pay.” This proffer of impunity isa little gratuitous. 
If any thing false in fact, or fallacious in argument, has 
been advanced, let the error be exposed. (7) 

Finally, we are told that the navy must regard any 
allusion to their pay as “unkind and ungenerous.” (8) 
Does the editor of the Chronicle by commission and 
authority throw down the gauntlet? (9) The argu- 
ments drawn by the army claimants for increase of pay, 
from a comparison with navy pay, are cogent, and con- 
sistent with the most exquisitely nervous sense of pro- 

riety and delicacy. The navy thought so a year ago. 

he mutatis mutandis does not materially aifect the 
principle. 
to be unwilling to serve for less than others. A pride 
the humblest mechanic trades. In subordinate public 
stations, salary“is the measure of the honor of office ; es- 
pecially must it be so, in military services, during inac- 
tive seasons. 

The editor of the Chronicle recommends that.the 
army rest on the pleaof “ the inadequacy of their pre- 


99 


sent pay youn he apparently rejects the important 
eo 


It is surely but a decent professional pride|.. ,. : 
, P P |his liberality condemned. 
too, which pervades all the employments of life down to | 


navy, were calculated to produce jealousy and astind- 
ness between the army and navy; and that such would 
be their inevitable tendency, if repeated, cannot admit 
of a momentary doubt. We wished to put a stop to all 
causes of irritation, and therefore expressed “ a hope and 
desire that our correspondents [ would] omit every al- 
lusion to, or comparison with the pay of the Navy.” 

Let us puta question or two, to “Subaltern ” and «O. 
P. Q.,”’ and to all who are of their mind :—Who bears 
the censure for the insertion of such articles as have been 
alluded to? The writers thereof? Not they; for they 
are not known; they are sheltered behind their masked 
batteries, and can look on in safsty upon the mischief 
they are making. No one has aright to ask for their 
names, so long as personalities are avoided, and they may 
feel themselves secure in their covert. The editor comes 
in for the whole censure; his judgment is impugned 5 
If he rejects the communi. 
cations, he offends the writers—if he inserts them, he 
offends some one cless of his readers. 

(2.) O.P. Q. speaks of the kindness and civilities 
which have passed between members of the two arms of 
our national defence, whenever opportunity has permit- 
ted. May such interchange of courtesies always sub- 
sist. But if an officer of the navy were aware of the 





princip politica) economy, that the value of labor 
is acomparative not a positive thing. The pay of all 
the European services is less than our own ; but some- 


thing similar is observable throughout all the modes of| 


life ; for in the overcrowded population of the old 
world, all labor, whether physical or intellectual, is 
nominally cheaper than in this country, where industry 
can always find the opportunity and the choice of em- 
loyment. The most obvious way of proving our “ pay 
inadequate,” is by a comparison with the navy. Even 
should the army make no reference to the navy, Con- 
ess will make the comparison ; and whenever the sub- 
ject comes up before Congress, the arguments in our 
support will assuredly be based on that ——. . 


NOTES BY THE EDITOR. 

In the foregoing communication there is a curious ad- 
mixture of truisms which no one controverts, a sprink- 
ling of satire with a modicum of praise. We have had 
our scruples whether we should be justified in again de- 
voting so much space to a subject which must be unin- 
teresting to all, save perhaps the authors of the commu- 
nications themselves. 

We gave so large a portion lately to a similar article, 
and our comments thereon, that we feel reluctant to pre- 
sent our readers with another chapter, to the exclusion of 
matter which is of more general interest. 

Without any sacrifice of character for consistency or 
impartiality, we might deny the right of any one to 
catechise us for the exercise of a privilege, common to 
every editor—that of determining in some measure the 
character of the contents of the paper which he offers 
to public inspection. We are willing that others 
should be heard ee the columns of the Chronicle, 
despite their endeafors to make us appear in the wrong. 
But we must brief. 

(1.) If it be intended to convey the idea that we 
have stated the existence of mutual jealousy and unkind_ 
ness between the army and navy, we deny, pointedly and 
unqualifiedly, the imputation. We have only designed 
to say that communications, referring to the pay of the 


fact that O. P. Q. had thrown the apple of discord 
jamong them, would he grasp his extended hand and 
No, he would 
Yet O. P. G. can meet, with a smile of 
welcome, the man whose feelings he has wounded, 
while he himself stands securely sheltered behind his 
anonymous authorship. 

(3.) O.P.Q. may rest assured that the harmony 
and cordiality between the two services is not too firmly 
established to withstand the frequent allusion by one t® 
the pay of the other. We feel a perfect conviction that 
if many more communications of this nature had 
been inserted in the Chronicle, we should have lost one 
half of our subscribers in the navy. Even as it is now, 
we know not to what extent our interest may have suf- 
fered in this respect, for when a subscriber withdraws 
we never pretend to ask his motives, or solicit his con- 
tinuance. 

(4.) The order to which O. P. Q. refers we have 
never seen; nor did we know of its existence before he 
mentioned it; neither have-we now any knowledge of 
jt, other than what his communication contains. 

(5.) The imagined resemblance between the order 
and the editorial article is entirely accidental. The edi- 
torial article, headed «* Army Pay,” in the Chronicle of 
Jan. 7, was written by the editor, without consultation, 
request or prompting from any quarter whatsoever; it 
was shown to no one, nor was it seen by any one not at- 
tached to the editor’s office, until it appeared int\e Chron- 
icle. The pretended or imagined resemblance betwecn 
the two, is but a repetition of the stale charge of a sinis- 
ter influence—a charge as groundless as its repetition is 
at this time malicious. We know not what the opinion 
of the Commanding General of the Army may be upon 
the subject, never having exchanged a word with him 
in relation to it. 

(6.) In the quotation made last week from the first 
article of « Subaltern,”’ the navy was directly. charged 


jaccept his proffered hospitalities? 
| 


iscorn both. 








‘wy =§& 


at 


ive 


der 





ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 123 











with “laboring to defeat the efforts the army may 
make ” to obtain an increase of pay. We thought it 
probable that some officer of the navy might take upon 
himself to deny the allegation; but in conversation with 
those who had opportunities of knowing the sentiments 
of many others, and the general sentiments of all, we 
learned that the officers of the navy would not repiy to 
the communications which might appear in the Chroni- 
cle in relation to Army Pay; we believe that, without 
exception, they wish success to the efforts of their “ breth- 
ren” of the army to obtain an increase of pay. 

(7.) We have already exposed one false statement 
of “ Subaltern, ” ( unintentional we have not the slight 
est doubt ) and the fallacious arguments founded upon 
that statement fall to the ground. 

(8.) IfO. P.Q. has any, the slightest, doubt upon 
this point, let him make enquiry of the first Navy Ofh- 
cer he meets. 

(9.) Wespoke neither “ by commission ”—* by au- 
thority ”—nor by request; nor did we throw down the 
gauntlet. 

We dismiss the remaining portions of the remarks of 
O. P. Q., having answered all that have any bearing on 
the question at issue, viz: the propriety and expedien- 
cy of referring to the pay of the navy, in discussing 
through the columns of the Chronicle, the claims of the 
army to an increase of pay. 

In the efforts now making to attain that object, we hope 
we shall not be charged with egotism, affectation, or 


self-interest, in declaring our wishes for its early and 
complete success. 





MEDIUM GUNS. 


A writer in the National Intelligencer of Monday last 
remarks, when speaking of the medium guns now in use 
in the Navy, that an officer of high rank in service has 
the utmost confidence in them, while others, of equal 
standing and experience, esteem them as worse than use- 
less. The whole affair reminds us of a controversy, which 
we have somewhere read of, as having occurred between 
two rival Monasteries. A new form of exorcism had 
been palmed off upon the one as thatin use among the 
Jesuits, and they, without enquiring whether or not it 
was genuine, immediately adopted it. The pious monks 
of the other establishment instantly took fire at the in- 
novation, and stoutly maintained that the Jesuits were 
wrong, and that the ancient form was the only orthodox 
one. Ten years had this war of opinions raged with 
various successes on either side, when, to the astonish- 
ment of both parties, some most cunning wight luckily 
hit upon the simple expedient of enquiring of the Col- 
ne of Jesuits respecting the form they used, and was 
informed that they had never departed from the ancient 
one. Nowif the present high contending parties would 
but adopt a similar expedient, and refer the matter to the 
guns, which will speak for themselves when put to the 
test, and appear, as yet, never to have been consulted cn 
the subject, we have not a doubt but the controversy 
would be as soon terminated. TOMPION. 





The Pantaloon went to seaon Thursday. The im- 
pressions left on the minds of our community cf the 
ee. demeanor of her officers are of the most 
avorable kind. The sudden departure of the vessel 


anticinat: 1 several 





ral public manifestations of respect, 
which wou! L : shown to the gallant officers, 
who had visited mm such a generous errand. But 
Commander relled to ontto sea the| 
lay Washineton. We cordially 


wish him and his gai! 


fant Company a prosperous voy | 
age.— Nov fol: Leacon, Feb. 13. 


the gorges of the hills, would 
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LEGENDS OF WEST POINT. 


Methinks Mr. Editor I can already see a smile light- 
ing up your countenance at the idea of legends at West 
Point. Of all places in the world this is certainly the 
last in which one would expect to be entertained by a 
traditionary tale. The principles of Vauban and Cor- 
montaigne, together with the various methods, analyti- 
cal and synthetical, of demonstration philosophical, are 
sufficient to banish from the minds of these who are 
within sight or hearing of the academy all idea of things 
which cannot be measured by feet and inches or subject- 
ed to some philosophical experiment. Indeed I know 
from my own experience that the two first years are 
alone quite sufficient to unhinge every idea previously 
conceived, unless mathemathically supported, and to lead 
to the rejection of every other which is not backed by 
lines, triangles, or some other mathematical authority. 
So accustomed does the mind here become to’ demonstra- 
tion, and so confirmed in the habit of inquiring into the 
manner of proof, that all subjects, without distinction of 
kind, run the risk of being subjected to the same pro- 
cess. I recollect giving a hint to my chum on one oc- 
casion by saying: My dear fellow, you’ve got a hole in 
your breeches. His reply was in the usual form, « How 
will you prove it?” Notwithstanding all this however, 
a tale of by-gone days is now and then to be met with, 
even in the midst of our mathematical circles. And we 
have only to ramble at any time a little beyond our or- 
dinary haunts to hear of wonders, which, though new 
to us, are not untold. Penetrate where we please amon 
the Highlands; enter any solitary glen; and we fin 
some humble mountaineer, ready to entertain us with a 
story of the past. Though secluded from society, and 
ignorant of the events which have occurred during half 
a century, he will recount to us with the greatest minute- 
ness, those scenes of the revolution in which he or his 
ancestors were disturbed in their solitude by the pre- 
sence of contending foes. It is one of these tales, said 
to be a true one, which I now take the liberty to send 


ou. 

On the east bank of the Hudson, and opposite to West 
Point, is an elevated plateau, extending some distance 
along the river and having on its eastern border a range 
of high and rugged hills. From this range two pro- 
jecting mountains advance to the river’s bank and this 
bound the plateau at its northern and southern extremi- 
ties. This position was one of the favourite encamp- 
ments of the American army. It was here, at the house 
of Col. Beverly Robinson, that the commanding officer 
of the Highlands fixed the head quarters of his com- 
mand. A few guards were sufficient to give perfect se- 
curity. Even a few piquets, re ‘advantageously in 

ave been enough to stay 
the armies of Britain. Under such circumstances the 
soldiers were necessarily much at leisure; and various 
expedients were employed to while away the time allow- 
ed them. Every nook and corner of the Highlands was 
reconnoitred, every glen and cave explored, every hen- 
roost robbed, and every mountain scaled which seemed 
attainable by human means. There was one feat how- 
ever yet to be performed which had long been an object 
of ambition and of anxious consultation among them. 
As has been already stated, the northern barrier of their 
position was a mountain which rose by the river’s side. 
Here huge blocks of granite, piled one upon another, and 
capped with overhanging crags of enormous size and 
horrid aspect, reared their heads high over the river and 
adjoining plain. The aspect is terrific and sublime; 
and the mountain is richly entitled to the appellation of 
Break-Neck-Hill which it bears. High among these 
rocks, and under the shelter of a projecting crag, an ea- 
gle had fixed her aerie ; and here, in a solitude worthy 
of herself, she had continued year after year, to rear her 


| young and send them forth to share her airy dominion. It 


was the desire of our mischicvous soldiers to rob the nest 
of its young. Accordingly a plan was adopted and a par- 
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ty of adventurous spirits selected to carry it into execu- 
tion. They proceeded by a circuitous route to gain the 
rear of the mountain where the ascent, though difficuit 
and dangerous, was not impracticable; and having bor- 
rowed a sufficient number of strong ropes of the farmers 
on the way they finally reached the summit and advanc- 
ed upon the crag which overhung the object of their 
pursuit. Here the ropes were tied together at their ex- 
tremities and one end of the rope thus produced was 
passed under the arms and fastened around the body of 
the individual who volunteered for the descent. The 
rest of the party took their proper positions and holding 
the rope securely in their hands they suitered their com- 
rade to descend slowly over the crag. Continuing thus 
to descend, sometimes freely, at others interrupted by 
ragged projections of broken rocks, he finally passed the 
edge of the crag which sheltered the aerie. On giving 
the concerted signal to his companions his descent was 
stopped and he found himself suspended near the object 
of tt pursuit. In the meantime the eagle, unnoticed by 
the soldiers, had been soaring high above them and ob- 
serving their movements. And in proportion as the dan- 
ger approached she descended in narrowing circles for 
the defence of her offspring. The cry sent forth by the 
first eaglet which the soldier attempted to take from the 
aerie no sooner reached the mother than she Plunged 
with all her might and fury upon the offender. The sol- 
dier drew his jack-knife for defence ; and while sutfer- 
ing the painful lacerations inflicted by the talons of the 
eagle, his thrusts were dealt convulsively in whatever 
direction chance might offer. Unfortunately one of them 
struck the rope which sustained him and severed two 
of its cords. The third began immediately to untwist; 
and our hero, whirling round and round, expected every 


i 


moment that it would give way and precipitate him 








-among'the jagged rocks below. ‘These at the distance of 


two or three hundred feet beneath him gave the horrid as- 
surance that he would be broken and rentin pieces. A 
shriek of terror notified his companions of his danger 
and the rope was drawn repidly upwards. On arriving 
at the very edge of the uppermost crag, and while he 
was yet half suspended over it, the rope gave way. A 
shudder of horror ran through every frame. But fortune 
deigned to save him. At this very spot a dwarf pine 
had struck its roots deeply among the crevices of the 
rock, and leaning over the clitf, presented its trunk to 
his grasp. Hewas thus preserved ; and a moment after 
was extricated from’ his dangerous situation to the no 
small relief of himself and his companions. The effect 

roduced upon the individual however was no less re- 
markable than the singular good fortune by which he es- 
caped. - Though he had braved death on many a field of 
battle, and was renowned for his adventurous daring, 
yet, so soon as he was taken from the pine and the con- 
vulsive effort by which he had clung to it had subsided, 
he sunk upon the ground, exhausted by exertion and stu- 
pified by terror. Within twenty-four hours his hair 
changed its colour; and instead of its original black, it 
assumed the snowy whiteness of a man of eighty years. 
His stupidity continued many days but finally left him 
by degrees. 

For a long time after hearing the above story I could 
not believe it, on account of the remarkable change said 
to have taken place in the colour of the hair, which I 
did not believe to be possible. But from what I have 
since learned it appears that this curious physiological 
fact has been fully established. And that not only ter- 
ror but some of the other strong passions have been 
known to produce a similar effect. A French gentleman, 
of whose ¢eracity I cannot doubt, has informed me that 
a case of the kind once came under his observation. It 
was that of a French actor, who was so terrified in pass- 
ing over a bridge which was suspended across a chasm 
Ridlween two mountains in France, that in two or three 
days his hair became perfectly white. 


HABITATOR MONTIUM. 
Wesr Pornr, Feb. 9th, 1836. 








DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


SEMINOLE WAR. 


Col. James Gadsden has been appointed Quarter 
Master-General, of the Florida Militia, an office which 
we havé no doubt he will fill with credit to himself and 
usefulness to the country, in the present critical june- 
ture of our affairs.— Tallahassee Floridian. 











Masor Dapr.—A new county has been organised 
by our Legislative Council, embracing the country 
bordering on New River, and including Indian Key, 
to be called Dade County, in honor of the lamented 
Major Dade.—Iind. 





Letters from St. Augustine state that a Lieut. Ward 
of the Volunteers, attached to General Clinch’s com- 
mand, had mutinied, and threatening to shoot his Com- 
manding Officer, Col. Parish, was immediately shot 
dead by the latter. Col. Parish had been tried. by a 
Court Martial. The consequence of this unfortunate 
occurrence was, that all the volunteers had left Gene- 
ral Clinch, leaving him only his five companies of re- 
gulars and he had at that time received no reinforce- 
ments. 

Capt. Porter, with the company of U.S. Troops un- 
der his command, left St. Augustine for Bulow’s, on the 
8th inst. and the two companies of regulars from North 
Carolina and last from this place, were shortly to depart 
for Camp King Creek, via Jacksonville.— Charleston 


paper. 


SAVANNAH, Feb. 15.—Col. Bankhead ‘left this city 
yesterday, in the steam packet Florida for Picolata. 

The steamboat Dolphin touched here on Saturday last 
on her way from Charleston for Florida. She has en 
board, Brigadier General Eustis, Capt. Van Ness, Capt. 
Canfield, Lieuts. Temple, Prentiss, Pettes, Allen and 
Betts, and Assistant Surgeon Berry, all of the Army, with 
Capt. V’s gos as | H, of 1st Artillery, from Fort Moul- 
trie. The Dolphin departed the same day for St. Au- 
gustine.— Georgian. 








Gen. Scott was still in Savannah on the 16th, but 
would depart for Pieolata in the Dolphin, which boat 
was daily expected. 

Str. AvcusTing, Feb. 15.—Indian Devastations.—The 
whole of the country south of St. Augustine, has been 
laid waste during the past week, and not a building of 
any value left standing. There is not a “~ house 
now remaining between this city and Cape Florida, a 
distance of 250 miles, all, all have been burnt to the 
ground. 

New Organs, Feb. 9.—On Friday, three hundred 
U.S. troops and volunteers embarked on board the steam 
ship David Brown, for Florida. The officers were, Lt. 
Colonel Twiggs, commanding, Majors Sands and Leer, 
Lieutenants Buchanan and Scott, and Assistant Surgeon 
Leavenworth.— True American. 





New York, Feb. 19.—Mihtary Movement.—We un- 
derstand that the detachment of U. S. Dragoons ordered 
from this recruiting depot to Florida, embarked last 
Tuesday on board the ship John Taylor, for Savannah, 
where they will probably be provided with horses. The 
detachment consists of nearly one hundred m ‘a, under 
the command of Captain Wharton, who has with him 
Lieutenants Simonton, Wheelock, and Beall. The 
have been detained for some time past, waiting for their 
arms and camp equipage. The soldiers are a fine set of 
men, and the character of their officers is a sufficient 

aranty for their efficiency in the field.— Courier and 

nqutrer. 


A melancholy suicide occurred on Saturday evening, 
13th inst. atthe Washington Hotel, New York. Mr. 
8. R. Allston, aged 35, late of the 4th regiment, U. S. 
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Infantry, from which corps he resigned a few months {toil and exposure, we are compelled to leave our fami- 
since, retired to bed rather early, without any apparent ' lies destitute, to struggle through life without even so 


indisposition, except much depression of mind. He 
shortly after cut his throat, as he was found the next 
morning weltering in his blood—not having expired 
until several hours after the accident. He was much 
esteemed, and had been educated at West Point, where 
he was distinguished for his literary attainments. His 
family is one of the most respectable in South Carolina, 
residing at Georgetown in that state. 





From the Baltimore American. 

Tue Army.—The expose made a few days since of 
the situation of our Army, by the Hon. Mr. Tipton, of 
the U. S. Senate, presents to the country a more correct 
view, and a more detailed account of our little force, than 
has been given to Congress for a long, longtime. Our 
whole sea-board, from Portsmouth, N. H. to New Or- 
leans, (with the exception of Florida,) is garrisoned by 
15 or 16 companies of Artillery, averaging from 45 to 
50 rank and file, to at least 25 or 30 Forts. The troops 
which have been ordered to Florida—in consequence of 
the smallness of our force—have been drawn (some of 
them) 1200, 1500 miles. Three companies have just 
left here, two from the vicinity of Washington, and one 
from Annapolis. Had our army been as strong as the 
increase of our population and the extent of our frontiers 
demanded, no blood would have been shed by Black 
Hawk’s companions,—many widows would have been 
spared the agony which they now suffer from the 
butchery of the Seminoles ; and we should not have 
to regret the loss of so many of our noble companions by 
the treachery of those savages. What immense losses 
would been saved to individuals, and what immense 
amounts of money would the Government have saved. 

Mr. Treron deserves the thanks of the Army, and 
of the whole country, for bringing the subject home, 
at once to the Military Committee. Although he wishes 
some one better qualified to the task had come forward, I 
doubt much whether he could have found any one who 
would have brought the subject at once so fairly to 
view, and made his statements so clear and explicit, 
and in so truly a military style, short. 

I beg leave, respectfully, in additionto Mr. T’s re- 
marks, tosay, that he has viewed the subject of increase, 
properly, viz: in the rank and file. In 1821 the Army 
was reduced, but the number of company officers retain- 
ed to the full or war establishment. We have 4 Regi- 
ments of Artillery, 9 oa each, — of 55 
rank and file, making in all 1980. I propose to add ano- 
ther company—thus having 4 Regiments, each of ten 
companies, they to be increased to 100 rank and file, 
and thus give us forthe Artillery 4,000, with only an ad- 
dition of 20 officers. The infantry to be increased from 
52 to 80 rank and file, and instead of 7 Regiments of 
Infantry to have 8. We thus shall have 6,400 rank and 
file, instead of the present number, 3640, with an addi- 
tion of the officers of a regiment, viz: 33. 

I consider the talk of a Standing Army in this country 
being dangerous, as visionary as any scheme can possibly 
be. Where are our supplies, pay, ammunition, in short 
every thing, to come from, if Congress do not appropri- 
ate it? No, Messrs. Editors, I flatter myself that blood 
as purely Republican flows through the veins of our offi- 
cers as through those of any profession in this country, 
and there is as little danger of their proving recreant as 
the Representatives themselves. As to the 2d Resolution 
of Mr. Tipton, the Military Committee have the facts 
before them, and if open to conviction, it can be proved 
to them in a few minutes, that almost all the grades in 
the Army are not paid sufficiently. Clerks in most of 
the military bureaus in Washington receive more pay 
than 2d Lieutenants—and many of these very same 
Clerks were but ashort time since Sergeants in the Army, 
and selected from it. From our situation in life, we are 
obliged to expend much money in equipping ourselves 
to appear as officers should do on parade and in society ; 


much as a pitiful pension to look forward to. 

The above remarks are presented to you, hoping that 
Mr. Tipton’s resolution will be thoroughly and without 
‘delay acted upon, for our army wants remodelling and 
augmenting, to meet the exigencies required by an in- 
crease of fortifications and extended frontier. 

A FRIEND TO THE ARMY. 





Extracts from a communication of Commodore A. J. Dal- 
lus, commanding United States squadron in the Wesi 
Indies and Gulf of Mezico, to the Secretary of the Na- 
vy, dated, U.S. Frigate Conste.iaTION, 

Key West, February 5, 1836. 

Str :—In my communication, No. 10, 1 was enabled to 
report to you the renewal of the Light at Cape Florida, 
and enclosed to you the report of Lieutenant wiry who 
had charge of the expedition, since which I am most happy 
to say, that the sea officers and seamen sent in charge of the 
vessel taking the marines to the relief of the military at 
Fort Brooke, Tampa Bay, have returned all well, having 
left the detachment of marines from this ship and the St. 
Louis there. 

From a letter received from Major Belton, commanding 
at that post, acopy of which is herewith enclosed, you 
will perceive that the force arrived most opportunely. 

There being no immediate danger to be apprehended for 
the safety of this, or the adjoining Keys, I shall leave here 
— morning, accompanied by the St. Louis, for Pen- 
sacola. 

The Vandalia is now at Tampa Bay, with orders to co- 
operate with, and assist, as far as possible, the movements 
and objects of the troops in that vicinity. 

I have the honor, &c., 
A.J. DALLAS. 

Hon. Maxton Dickerson, 

wecretary Of the Navy, 
Washington, D. C. 


Fort Brooke, Tampa Bay, Feb. 1, 1536. 

Sir: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your communication of the 17th instant, handed me by 
Lieutenant Waldron of the Marine corps. 

Pursuant to your instructions, Lieut. Waldron, and his 
very effective detachment, joined this garrison on the 22d 
ultimo, and has been considered so important a part of the 
defence as to make it necessary for them to remain, if it 
should meet your concurrence, until the reinforcements 
from New Orleans reach this place, which, if I am rightly 
informed, may be about the tenth instant. 

But, sir, on the part of my comrades of this garrison, al- 
low me to present to you my deep felt acknowledgments. 
for the patriotic as well as kind feelings which conceived 
the possibility, and so speedily and efficiently threw into 
our little work a force so ready and competent to gallant 
achievements. A prolonged investment of this work creat- 
ed by daily and nightly labor, in the face of the most un- 
flinching and martial barbarians our nation had ever strug- 
gled with, without retreat or negotiation in reserve, had 
tested our constancy, and daily and nightly, for weeks 
every moment was expected to revenge our massacred 
brethren; under such circumstances, our emotion is to thank 
you in a tone and manner worthy of your efforts, and our 
responsibility to preserve this post at all hazards. I have, 
the honor &c. F. S. BELTON, 

Capt. 2d Reg’t Art’y, Com’g. 
To Com, Dattas, 
Com’g &e., &c. Frigate Constellation. 





The following resolution has been passed by the Cor- 
poration of Georgetown, D. C., and was approved by the 
Mayor of that town on the 11th inst. 


A RESOLUTION expressive of the thanks of the Co 
ration to Messrs. Turnbull and Ewing, United States En- 
gineers. 


Resolved by the Board of Aldermen and Board of Common 
Council of the Corporation of Georgetown, That the Com- 
missioners for improving the channel of the river below the 
town, be, and they are hereb requested to convey to Capt. 
Turnbull and Lieut. Ewing, United States’ Engineers, the 
thanks of this Corporation for the prompt and able manner 





and after passing our lives in our country’s service, 
from youth to old age, we are at last compelled to close | 
our eyes in death with the reflection that after all our' 


with which their services as engineers, have been afforded 
to the work (now so happily and nearly completed ) of 
deepening the channel of the Potomac below Georgetown. 
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“In the House of Assembiy of the Stateof New York, | had not the worthy captain who relatedto me the story» 


on the 10th inst. 

“ Mr. Wermore offered the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the commitice on the militia and the 
public defence be instructed to inquire inio the facts cun- 


nected with the omission of the aame of Licutenant Dauicl | 
Turner, of the U.S. Navy, from the vote of the legisla- | 
ture of this state, for the presentation of swords to such of, 


the officers engaged inachieviug ihe victory of Lake Erie, 
as were natives of the state of New-York ; and that said 
committee report to this house whether ia their opinion, 
itis not duealike to Capt. Turner, and toa proper seuse 
of public justice, (if it shall appear that any wrong has-in- 
advertently, or through misapprehensicn, been concto that 
officer,) that the necessary measures should be adopted 
10 repair the injury.” 

The New York Commercial Avdertiser adds: 

From the remarksot Mr. Wetmore, made on introdne- 
ing the resolution, it appears that Lic utenant (now Cap- 
tain) Turner, wa 
of Lake Lrie—that he was specialiy noticed in the dis- 
patches of Comiuodere Perry, as Laving brought his 
ship gallantiy into action, &c. The Legisiatures of 
New-York and Rhode-Island voted swords to ail th 
officers eneaced in that battle, from each of their own 
states respectively ; but ine nameof Lieutenant Turner 
was omitied by the legisiature ot New-York, from asup- 
position that he was a native of ithode-island—and vice 
versa. The fact, however, is, that Lieutenant T. is a} 
native of Staten Island, in this state. 


3 le Oluicer third in rand, at the batt) 
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DOMESTIC MISCELLANY. 


A HAUNTED SHIP. 
A TRUE STORY—AS FAR AS IT GOES. 





By Washington Irving. 

The world abounds with glost-stories, but it is exceed- | 
ingly difficult to get them at first hand-—that is to say, | 
from persons who have aciually seen the 
may be the reason why they have fatien lito some dis- 
credit with the dubious. LTonce, however, heard a story 
of the kind irom one wao came within an ace of being 
an eye-witness, and who believed in it most honesily.— 
He was a worthy captain of the sea—a native either of 
Nantucket or Martha’s Vineyard, I forget which—at any 
rate, of a place noted for its breed of hardy mariners. I 
met with him in the ancient city of Seville, having an- 
chored with his brig in the Guadalquiver, in the course | 
of a wandering voyage. Our conversation one day turn- 
ed upon the wonders and adventures of the sea—when | 
he informed me that, among his muitiiarious cruisings, | 
he had once made a voyage on board of a haunted ship. | 
It was a-vessel that had been met with drifting, half-dis- | 
mantled, and with flagging sails, about the sea near the | 
Gulf of Florida, between the mainland and the Bahama | 
banks. Those who boarded her found her without a/| 
living soul on board—the hatchways were broken open | 
—the cargo had been rifled—the decks fore and aft were 
covered with blood—the shrouds and rigging were 
smeared with the same, as if some wretched beings had | 
been massacred as they clung to them. It was evident 
that the ship had been plundered by pirates, and, to all 
appearance, the crew had been murdered and thrown 
overboard. 

The ship was taken possession of by the finders, and 
brought to Boston, in New England; but the sailors 
who navigated her to port declared they would not make 
such another voyage for all the wealth of Peru. They 
had been harrassed the whole way by the ghosts of the 
murdered crew ; who at night would comé up out of the 
companion way and the forecastle, run up the shrouds, 
station themselves on the yards, and at the mast-heads, 
and appear to perform all the usual duties of the ship. 

As no harm had resulted from this ghostly seaman- 
ship, the story was treated lightly, and the vessel fitted 
out for another voyage; but when ready for sea, no sai- 
lors could be got to embark in her. She lay for some 


“eth 
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time in Boston harbour, regarded by the superstitious 


undertaken to command her. He suceceded in getting 
some hardy tars who stood less in awe of ghosts, to ac- 
|company hum, and his brother-in-law sailed with him as 
| chiei-mate. 

When they had got fairly to sea, the hobgoblin crew 
began to play their pranks. At night there would be 
the deuce to play inthe hold; suchracketing and rum- 
maging, as it the whole cargo was overhauled; bales 
tuiabled about, and boxes broken open ; and sometimes 
itseemed as if all the ballast was shilted from side to 
‘side. Ail this was heard with dismay by ihe sailors ; 
and even the captain’s brother-in-law, who appears to 
have been a very sagacious man, was exceedingly trou- 
bled at it. As to the captain himself, he honestly confess- 
ed to me that he never saw nor heard any thing; but then 


0? 





seamen as a fated ship, and there she might have rotted 


e slept soundly, and when once asleep, was hard to be 


awa'lrened, 


Notwithstanding all these ghostly vagaries, the ship 
irrived sate at the destined end of her voyage, which 
was one of the South American rivers under the line. 


Che captain proposed to go, in his boat, to a town some 


distance up the river, leaving his ship in charge of his 


‘The letter said he would anchor her 


} 1 i 
VrOLMer-ih-law. 


opposite to an island in the river, where he could go on 
Shore at night, and yet be at hand to keep guard upon 
her; but that nothing should tempt him to sleep on 
board. 


The crew all swore the same. The captain 
could not reasonably object to such an arrangement; so 
ihe ship was anchored opposite to the island, and the 
captain departed on his expedition. 

For a time all went well; the brother-in-law and his 


|Sagacious comrades regularly abandened the ship at 


night fall, and slept on shore; the ghosts then took 


| cominand, and the ship remained as quietly at anchor as 
| though she had been manned by living bodies instead of 
| hobgoblin sprites. 


One night, however, the captain’s 
brother-in-law was awakened by a tremendous storm. 
He hastened to the shore. The sea was lashed up in 


| foataing and roaring surges; the rain came down in tor- 
}rents—the lightning flasied—the thunder bellowed. It 


was one of those sudden teinpesis only known at the 
tropics. The captain’s brother-in-law cast arueful look 
at the poor tossing and laboring ship. He saw numbers 
of uncouth beings busy about her, who were only to be 
descried by the tlashes of lightning, or by pale fires that 
glided about ihe rigging; he heard occasionally the pip- 


lang of a boatswain’s whistle, or the bellowing of a hoarse 
La 3 


voice through a speaking trumpet. The ghosts were 


| evidently striving to save the ship; but a tropical storm 


is sometimes an overmatch for ghosts, or goblin, or even 
the himself In aword, the ship parted her cables, 
drove before the wind—stranded on the rocks, and there 
she laid her bones. 

When the captain returned from his expedition up the 
river, he found his late gallant vessel a mere hulk, and 
received this wonderful account from his sagacious bro- 
ther-in-law. Whetherthe wreck continued to be haunt- 
ed or not, he could not inform me; and I forgot to ask 
whether the owners recovered any thing from the under- 
writers, who rarely insure against accidents from ghosts. 

Such is one of the nearest chances I have ever had of 
getting to the fountain head of a ghost story. I have 
otten since regretted that the captain should have been 
so sound a sleeper, and that I did not see his brother-in- 
law.—V. Y. Mirror. 





Army AND Navy.—The demucracy of, 98. protested 
against a large standing army and navy, on the ¢rround 
that it was a heavy and unnecessary tax on the people, 
but more especially, it strengthened the executive pow- 
er, and might be used to erect a military tyranny on the 
liberties and rights of the citizen. It was also urged 
that a large standing army and navy might be the cause 
of provoking quarrels with foreign nations, and inter- 
rupt that peace and tranquility so essential to the pros- 
perity of a young and promising country. The sturdy 
democracy of those days were jealous of power. They 
held that vigilance, strict and constant vigilance, was 
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essential to public safety—that accountability to the 
people, on the part of public servants, was an imperious 
duty, and that men and money might be abused, and 
converted to purposes of ambition. : - . 

The times have changed, and the policy of former 
times must also change. It is no longer the naval and 
military power of the nation that is to be apprehended 
—it is the accumulation of national wealth, and increase 
of patronage connected with the Executive branch of 
the Government, that is formidably alarthing—hence 
the policy of emptying the national coffers, for national 
objects, whenever it overflows. Besides the measures 
of defence for the government of five miiions of peopie, 
just emerging from the chaos and irritation of a revolu- 
tionary war, are essentially diiferent from those requi- 
red for thirteen millions of people, twenty-six states, 
an exeinption froin public debt and direct taxation, and; 
a trade and commerce which cover the ocean—the great | 
rivers and the inlets of nearly ail the world. Our army 
and navy require increase, considerable increase. W | 





have no reference to any supposition of a war with 
France ; that question is settled. We ailude to the per- 
manent force of the country. Our army ior our extent 
of territory, for the protection of our frontiers, and to 
man our fortifications, should at no time be less than 
ten thousand men, exclusive of officers, with all the ne- 
cessary equipments. Our navy to guard our trade on 
the coast, in the Atlantic, the Mediterranean, the Paci- 
fic, the Indian Ocean and Chinese Seas, for harbor duty 
and to foster a school for seamen and officers, should 
consist of ten sail of the line, twenty frigates, twenty 
sloops of war, and an equal number of gun brigs and 








schooners, torether with steam batteries for harbor de- | 


fence ; and the present is a fit and suitable occasion to | 
provide a force of this extent by specific appropriations | 
and judicious arrangements.—New York Siar. | 

ae | 

OLp CoxTiInenTAL.—Amongst a parcel of records | 
there was found the other day the following memoran- 
dum, which is sufficiently curious to ‘auuce us.o pre- 
serve itin print. We have nubiished it verd. et lit. al- 
though not very perfecily intcuigibie. 

Uniform for the Officers of ye boston Drig, by Order 
of the Coii? : Aprl 29, 1772. 

Hat. Gold Lace the Size and Cock like one at Mr | 
Jennings. 

Wigg. Two curis (curd) ike cne et Mr. Carpen- 
ters of the Coli®. 

Coat. Scarlet Fac’d of the same, Lin’d with white. 

A plain Double wash’d yellow Button—Loles, bound 
with gold, Prussian Binding like the - |\lajors. 

Waistcoat. White Cloth—hoies beund with gold, 
Prussian binding on each Breast 2s lew as the Pocket 
Flaps—yellow Buttons the same as the Cecat. 

Breeches. White and Plain without Lace. 

Stocking. White and No ‘Spatter Dashes. 

Sash and Gorgett. Black Ribbon about the Neex.— 
United States Gazette. 

The above appears to be a naval uniform. We have 
seen one that was made for an American gentleman 
in Paris, at the time the American revolution broke out. 
It was for the rank of Lieutenant, and for taste and ele- 











a certainly equalled any thing of the present day. 
he dress sword and the white vest and breeches were 
particularly neat.—N. Y. Star. 


———_———— 
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FOREIGN MISCELLANY. 





FROM PAPERS RECEIVED AT THIS OFFICE. 
ANECDOTE OF THE Emperor JosrepH II.—This 
monarch was very fond of adventures incognito, and of- 
‘entimes met with many amusing enough. Before the 
French Revolution, when Belgium was under his sway, 
he would frequently repair to Brussels, and take up his 
abode at the palace of Laeken, in the neighborhood of 
the city. One day he was driving himself ina small 
calashe on the road to Brussels, attended only by one 
scrvant out of livery, and attired as plainly as possible, 


NEES A ET A SON 
ceeded far when he overtook an old soldier of one of the 
invalid regiments, who stopped on tiie road as though he 
wished to accost him. ‘The Emperor drew up, and the 
soldier, after many apologies, begged to be allowed a 
seat in the calasiie; ‘tor,’ said he, ‘1am one of the in- 
valids, and at the private cost of his Majesty; so you 
see, stnce I am bound *o be carefulof my uniiorm, which 
the cover of your carriage willshelter.’ ‘Jump in, my 
brave fellow,’ said the Emperor, ‘ we will take care of 
your uniform.’ After he was seated by his side, the 
Emperor asked him where he had been on the road that 
morning. ‘Qh,’ said the old man, ‘I have had sucha 
treat; i have been to breaklast with one of the Empe- 
ror’s gamekeepers ;’ and he smacked his lips at the re- 
collection. ‘What have you eaten there that was so 
very good ?’ asked his Majesty.—* Guess ’°—* How can 
I tell?—perhaps some fried fish ?’—-Better than that; 
iry again.’—* A bit of roast veal? ’—* better than that; 
try again.’—* Ah, I can’t rucss any yi 


f anv more,’ said Joseph. 
—‘ si pheasant, Iny wordy siry; a phe sunt!’ said the 


veteran, ‘taken from his Maiesty’s own preserve. What 
i et ee g 4} See, lee LT '.< ot» ah. > 

think you of tnatiora breakiast?? * Wray , said ule Em- 
peror, ‘if 1t were taxen irom the royal preserve, it must 


4 


be goad.’ 
As they approached the town, # 


ie Emperor asked his 
companion where he would like to be sei down. ‘ Ah, 
Sir, you are too good, said the old man, ‘any where 
will suit me.-—* No, no! where do you live?’ inquired 
the Emperor. The veteran then told him, and asked 
whom he had to thank for such a favor. ‘ Guess,’ said 
his Majesty.—* Why, I should say that you were a mili- 
tary man; perhaps a lieutenant,’ hazarded the veteran. 
—‘ Better thanthat; guess again.’—* A captain ?}— Bet- 
ter (han that ; guess again.’—* Ah ! perhaps a colonel ? 


” i 
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etter than that ; guess again’— The devil!’ eiacu- 


lated the old. man, in a very small voice, and making 
himself inio the smallest possible compass ; ‘then you 
must be a general, or, periaps, even a ficld marshal!’ 


é Pattay yn ryt eo ‘ " \j 
— petter than that: cues avain.—* ivi 


Py ee ee 
“a LN s7CU : said 


the soldier, trembling from head to foot. * you are the 
Emperor himself! The earriare was tov small toallow 


him to go on his knees, but he prayed his Majesty to al® 
low him to get out. ‘What? said the Emperor, « you 
have eaten my pheasant, and now you want to get iid 
of meas quick as you can. No, no, you do not part 
with me till you get to vour very door;’ and there the 
Emperor put the old soldier down. 


Admiral Sir Isaac Coffin C'red with the 
an the 29th of Nov Loy 


king at Brighton 
uber; beiz.g 74 years of age and cuf- 
fering muc!: from gout, he was wheeled to the royal table 
in a ‘* gouty chair.” em 
ELectricity AnD MaGnetism.—Mr. P. Cunning- 
ham, surgeon, R. N., has lately made tle following in- 
teresting discov ery of electric conductors being, toa 
certain extent, also magnetic conductors, and of non- 
electric conductors being non-magnetic conductors, 
thereby adding another powerful proof to the many 
already existing of the identity cf the electric and mag- 
netic bodies. The above result was obtained by placing 
successively in a copper-wire helix, connecting the poles 
of a galvanic battery, pieces of steel and of iron, either 
united end to end by brass solder, or simply retained in 
close contact in the above position by a copper tube, fit- 
ting tightly round the point of junction, each needle 
being found on removal from the helix to be a perfect 
magnet with two poles, the same as if it had been con- 
structed in the usual way, of only one piece of steel. 
No finterchange of-magnetism took place when the 
union of the pieces was eflected by sealing wax, or when 
the intervening brass was an inch long, the greatest ex- 
tent of solder between the magnetised pieces being the 
twelfth of an inch. When two pieces of iron or steel 
were placed at a distance from each other in the helix, 
each piece became a distinct magnet, but when approx- 
imated nearer, they closed with a snapping noise, and 
formed a single magnet between them, one piece becom- 
ing a North pole and the other a South. This eonstruc- 





when it began to rain rather heavily. He had not pro- 


tion of a magnet promises to be of importance in pre- 
serving to a greater extent, the magnetic properties 
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of the mariner’s needle; even soft iron which under 
other circumstances loses its polarity as soon as the mag- 
net is removed, being found to retain it when united in 
pieces asabove. Mr. Cunningham has also constructed 
a magnetic needle, the ends of which point East and 
West by magnetising it transversely instead of longitudi- 
nally; being led to attempt this by the accounts of ships 
struck by lightning, having their needles changed to 
oint east and west, which he concluded could only 
effected by a transference of the polarity from their 
ends to their sides. 

A Sartor’s Crasstcatity.—* Ah! I thought we 
should come to it at last,’ said Ben. ‘ Young eyes are 
soon dazzled by female beauty, and then away their 
hearts are whirled into the eddies and races between the 
Silly and Cribdish of love; and then they founder 
amongst the Syringes, who will not so much as throw 
them a coil of their long hair to hold on by to keep them 
from sinking.’ ‘ Well done, Ben!’ exclaimed the Lieu- 
tenant, after indulging in a hearty laugh; ‘why you are 

uite poetical. Pray, where did you learn any thing of 
Scylla and Charybdis?? ‘Why, Mr. Hamilton,’ answer- 
ed the veteran, with solemnity, ‘the counsel of gray 
hairs is not to be despised ; and respecting them there 

laces, our parson—it was when I was a boy in the ould 
ile venabin, up the Mediterranean—our parson used 
to compare the temptations of the world to the wharl- 
pools af Messina and that way; and he tould us the rocks 
on each side were the Silly and Cribdish of the ancients. 
And then he used to spin a long yarn about loose wo- 
men, whom he declared were like the beautiful Syringes 
that floated on the green sea like a cork, but which I 
takes to be mairmaids; and they sung ‘Tom Tough,’ 
and ‘Poor Tom Bowliné,’ and other such like songs, 
with se much sweetness that they ’ticed men to destruc- 
tion.’—Land and Sea Tales. 








Mr. Grayson, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
reported the foilowing bill: Jan. 26. 
A BILL 
To establish a Navy Yard in the harbor of Charleston, 
South-Carolina. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United Statesof America in Congress assem- 
bled, That the President of the United States be, and 
he is hereby, authorized to select and purchase a 
site for a navy yard and depot in the port of Charleston, 
South-Carolina, and to erect such buildings and 
make such improvements thereon as he may judge neces- 
sary for the accommodation and supply of the U. States 
vessels of war in that quarter,and forthe construction 
and repair of sloops of war and smaller vessels, or for 
the building and refitting of such vessels in that port in 
any other manner, as he may think it expedient ; and 
that the sum of one hundred thousand dollars be appro- 
priated for such purposes, from any money in the Trea- 
ury not otherwise appropriated. 





—_ 





ARMY. 


Feb. 23.—Major J. Bliss, Ist Inf. assigned to the duties 
of Superintendent of the recruiting service in the Western 
department. 

Ass’t. Surgeon McDougall, now at Cincinnati, directed 
to repair to Jefferson Barracks, for duty. 

Sixty recruits, under command of Lts. D. S. Herring, 3d 
Artillery, sailed from New York, on the 14th inst., for Sa 
vannah, destined thence to Florida. Lis. B. Poole, 3d Ar- 
tillery, and A. A. Humphreys, 2d Artillery, accompanied 
this detachment. 


cs 


ee 








———_—_—_ | 





NAVY. 


From the Norfolk Beacon, Feb. 17. 
ARRIVAL OF THE DeLaware.—The U. S. ship Dela- 
ware, Com. Patrerson, arrived in Hampton Roads, yester- 
day morning, from the Mediterranean, last from St. 








Thomas. 


LIST OF OFFICERS. 

Commodore.—Daniet T. Patrerson. 

Captain—Jonun B. Nicotson. 

- Lieuienants—Thos. W. Wyman, Albert E. Downes, 
Wm. F. Lynch, John H. Marshall, Andrew H. Foot, Ju- 
nius J. Boyle, Robert B. Hitcheock, Simon B. Bissell, 
acting. 

Purser, Francis A. Thornton—Surgeon, William ‘Turk ; 
Acting Sailing Masters, Wm.S, Young, Ist, Overton 
Carr, 2d— Commodore’s Sec’y, Henry J. Handy— Chaplain, 
George Jones—-Ass’t Surgeons, Robert M. Baltzer, N. C. 
Barrabino. 

Passed Midsh'pmen—R. E. Johnson, F. Piper, J. M. 
Lockhart, H. C. Flagg. 

Midshipmen—C. P. Patterson, R. L. Love, Wm. S. 
Smith, Chas. Hunter, R. Wainwright, P. U. Murphey, T. 
M. Brazicr, W. Reynolds, J. H. Adams, C. A. Auze, W. 
B. Renshaw, W.8.Schenck, Wm E. Le Roy, W.H, B. 
Johnson, J. F. Armstrong, J. S. Neville, M. Woodhull, 
R. M. Tillotson, Jas. Riddle. 

Capiain’s Clerk, Thomas H. Patterson—Purser’s Clerk, 
Horatio Turner—Gunner, Asa Curtis—Carpenter, John 
Green—Sailmaker, James Davis—Purser’s Steward, Wil- 
liam Glover. 

MARINE OFFICERS. 
Captain— John Harris. 
Lieutenants—Ww. E. Stark, Wm. Lang. 
PASSENGERS. 
Officers from the different Vessels of the (Mediterranean 
Squadron. 

Fricate CoxstituTion-——-Midship’n Charles Hunter. 

Fricate Potomac—Surgeon, George Terrill—Ass’t. 
do., Hugh Morson—Midshipman, R. M. Bowland—Boat- 
swain, Theodore Fernald. 

Stoop Joun Apams—Acting Lieut., Lewis G. Keith— 
Captain’s Clerk, William B. Creecy—Carpenter, Elisha 
Ellis—Professor of Languages, Lewis Bauczakieweez. 

Scuooner SHark—Lieut. Comd’g., Hiram Paulding 
—Act’g Lieut., John C. Carter—Surgeon, Lewis B. Hunter 
—Purser, A. McD. Jackson—Captain’s Clerk, Warren C. 
Kellogg. 

EXTRA PASSENGERS. 

Mrs. George Ann Patterson, Miss Harriet Patterson, 
Miss Eliza Patterson, Miss George Ann Patterson. 

Mr. Andrew Ritchie of Boston, Mr. Gambardella of Na- 
ples. 

i 

The Delaware sailed from Mahon on the 18th Nov.; 
touched at Gibraltar and sailed thence 12th Dee’r.; put 
into St. Thomas and left there 21st January—experienced 
very severe weather on the coast. 

Miss Harriet L. Patterson, oldest daughter of Com. 
Daniel T. Patterson, aged 23 years, died on board the Del- 
aware, on Monday night last, after a long illness. 


The Delaware was towed up from Hampton Roads on 
Thursday, and anchored off the Nava) Hospital. 


The U.S. Schodugr Boxer, Lt. Comd’g., H. N. Page, 
was at Callao, on th th Nov. 














MARRIAGE. 











In Alexandria, on Tuesday evening, 16th inst., by the 
Rev. J. J. Johnston, LAURISTON B. HARDIN, Esq., 
Register of the Navy, (late of North Carolina, ) to Miss 
ANNA M. H. HOOE, daughter of Bernard Hooe, Esq. 


> 








DEATHS. 





At his residence, near the Navy Yard, in this city, the 
18th inst., TIMOTHY WINN, Esq. ; Purser in the Navy 
of the United States. 

In New York, on the 14th inst., Captain ANDREW 
McINTIRE, formerly of the U.S. Army. 


REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS AND PATRIOTS. 
In Duxbury, Mass. Isaac Drew, 90; SeraiaAn Grass, 
91; Witt1am Winsor, 82; Joz~n Barton, 80. Barton 
was one of the life guard of Gen. Washington. 
In Portsmouth, R. I. on the 17th inst. Capt. Ginzon Gir- 
FoRD, inthe 70th year of his age. 


























ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE ADVERTISER. 














and where there is an issuing officer of the Subsistence De- 
partment. And the Commissary General of Subsistence 
wiil also take measures for such issues at a few other impor- 
tant pont, if it shali be found necessary, where stores are 
not already collected. 

2d. The issues will be as follows : 

To each white person of the age of fourteen years and up- 
wards, a full army ration. “ 

To each white person under the age of fourteen years, 
one half of an army ration, 

To each colored person, slave or free, where the owner 
of such slave is aauie to procure provisions for him, of the 
age of fourteen years and upwards, a full ration of bread, 
meat, and sait. 

To each colored person as aforesaid, under the age of 
fourteen years, one half a ration of bread, meat, and salt. 

Provided, that to such colored persons as are invalids, and 
to mothers with sucking infants, army rations of coffee and 
sugar may be issued. 

3d. Persons claiming the benefit of these issues will pre- 
sent themselves to the commanding officer of the post, and 
establish to his satisfaction, that they are unfortunate suf- 
ferers, who are unable to provide for themselves, and who 
have been driven from their homes by the Indian depreda- 
tions in Florida. The inability to provide subsistence will 
not depend altogether on the amount of the property of the 
applicant, or his ability to support himself by labor, though 
a regard must be had to these points: because, from the 
state of affairs in Florida, there may not be an adequate 
supply of provisions in private hands,—and therefore the 
means of subsistence may not be within the reach of any of 
these persons thus driven from their homes, whatever may 
be their pecuniary condition. Insuch cases the issues must 
be made to all, who bring themselves within the resolution, 
but the commanding officer must be satisfied of the scarcity 
of provisions, and of the inability of the inhabitants to pro- 
cure them. And he will also take care, that in all cases 
where provisions are issued to these sufferers, on account of 
there not being an adequate supply in the country, and not 
on account of a want of reasonable means to purchase them, 
the issues be stopped as soon as the market is supplied.— 
‘To others, without the means of purchasing, the issues will 
be continued, untilthey can be re-established in their posses- 
sions—provided, however, that such persons return to their 
possessions as soon as the state of afiairs in the country will 
permit them. 

The Commanding Officer will in all cases satisfy himself 
of the justice of the application. And he will cause all per- 
sons, Claiming rations, to appear before himself, or before 
some person, to be appointed {by him for that purpose, and 
have their names, ages, sex, color, and condition entered, 
arranging them on the roll by families, and designating also 
where their possessions are, and to what places they were 
driven. The issues may be made for aterm not exceeding 
two weeks. But where the Commandin Officer has reason 
to think that, from im:providence or any other cause, the is- 
sues for that time would be longer than necessary, and that 
the provisions would be wasted, or improperly applied, he 
is anthorised,in such cases, to reduce the term, as he may 
think proper, even down to daily issues; allowing only 
those to draw for a longer time, whose habits will ensure 
the proper consumption of the provisions. And whenever 
any provisions thus issued are disposed of in any other way 
than by their consumption by the persons to whom they are 
issued, such persons shall thereafter cease to draw rations 
from the public stores. 

All changes must be noticed upon the roll, whether of 
persons leaving the place, or of persons arriving thereat. 
And new rolls will be prepared at the end of every month 
so long as these issues continue. No issues will be made, 
except at the place where the applicant resides, in order.to 
prevent persons from drawing double rations at the same 
time. Aud ifa person leaves one place, and goes to another, 
he must take with him a certificate from the issuing Com- 
missary, showing to what time he has drawn rations. 

Provision returns will be drawn for each family, stating 
the name of the head of the family, dnd the number of per- 
sons, agrecably to the several designations before mention- 
ed, and stating also the number of days for which the pro- 
visions are to be issued, together with the commencement 
and termination of the term, and describing also the quan- 
tities of each description to be issued. 

Persons having no families will each receive a provision 
return. These provision returns will be drawn inthe usual 
manner upon the issuing Commissary, and the issues will 
be certified by him. They will be abstracted and certified, 
agreeably to the army regulations ; which abstracts, together 
with the rolls of the applicants, will be transmitted to the 





Comissary General’s office,'and upon these the accounts 
will be adjusted. 

4th. At those places where there are no military posts, 
and where the Commissary General may find it necessary 
to make issues, the Commanding Officer will, in addition 
to the issuing Commissary, station an officer to perform the 
duties herein prescribed to the commanding officer. 

5th. These issues will only be continued while the suffer- 
ers are compelled to remain from their homes; and for 
such time after their return, as they may be unable to pro- 
cure provisions for the sustenance of themselves and fami- 
lies. 

With respect to the issues, after the sufferers are re-es- 
tablished in their possessions, the following rules will go: 
vern :— 

1, Under no circumstances will provisions be issued to 
persons haying property, suficient to make purchases, or 
whose labor will enable them to procure provisions, after 
there is such a supply in the country that individuals can 
procure it. 

2. When the country shall possess the necessary sup- 
plies, the continuance of the issues must depend upon the 
inability of the persons to purchase for themselves, having 
reference to the property and capacity to support themselycs 
by their labor. 

3. Perscns not able as above described to procure pro- 
visions, will receive thefn from the public stores after their 
return home, while this inability continues; but under no 
circumstances will provisions be issued to such persons fora 
longer term than one month after their return home, nor to 
any person for a longer time than one month after the ter- 
mination of Indian hostilities. 

4. Persons receiving the benefit of these issues after their 
return to their residence, must be enrolled for that purpose 
at the most convenient place where the issues are made. 
And they must receive the provisions, ang transport them 
at their own expense, to the place where they are wanted ; 
and, whenever required by the commanding officer, and he 
will require the same when he has first cause to believe 
there is any change in the number of their families, they 
will present themselves to him for a comparison with the 
rolls ; or they will procure a certificate from a Justice of the 
Peace, certifying the number, condition, &c. of their fami- 
lies ; which certificate will be received by the commanding 
officer instead of an enrollment. 

6. The officers to whom these duties are entrusted, will 
take all proper precautions to check any abuse or fraud that 
may be attempted. And they will report, from time to time, 
to the Commissary General of Subsistence the operation of 
the system, and whether in their opinion, any other checks 
aad necessary. 

5. A special account will be kept in the Commissary 
General’s Office, of the issues under the above Resolution, 
and of the expenses in relation thereto. And the Commis- 
sary General will make the necessary arrangements for giv - 
ing effect to these regulations,” and also for providing such 
means as may be requisite. 

8. A general supervisory authority over this subject 
is hereby entrusted to Major General Scott ; and should he 
find that the oject of Congress in the above resolution is 
impeded by the operation of these regulations, or that 
abuses are practised, not herein provided for, he is empow - 
ered to suspend or modify the regulations, and to provide 
such others as may sce fit, reporting his proceedings, to- 
gether with his reasons therefor, immediately to the War 
Department, for its consideration. The two great cbjecis 
he must keep in view will be to give just effect to the in- 
tention of Congress, as expressed in the resolution, on the 
one hand,*and to prevent_any fraud or abuse,on the other. 
Recommended to the consideration of the President, 

LEWIS CASS, 
Secretary of War. 
APPROVED, 
ANDREW JACKSON. 
War DepartTMeEnt, Feb. 4. 1836. 








‘ADVERTISING. 


As the Army Anp Navy Curonic.e has a general 
circulation in both services, and an increasing one among 
citizens, it presents a favorable medium for adyertisements, 
which will be inserted on reasonable terms. 

Once a month at least, and oftener if the encouragement 
be adequate, a colored cover will be furnished. Advertise- 
ments of Professional Works,—Mathematical, Nautical, 
and Surveying Instruments—Offieers Clothing and Equip- 
ments—Sea Stores—and all articles that may be useful to 
the Soldier or Sailor, are respectfully solicited. 





